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This Month'’s

Memory
Passages:

The Bible tells us to hide
God’s word in our hearts.
Here are some verses to
get you started for this
month.

1 Peter 2:17

1 Thessalonians 5:12

Ephesians 6:5

Leviticus 19:3

Leviticus 19:32
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Dear Parents,

As | have been reading in
God’s Word and other
books, | am struck again
and again with the
importance of our job in
training our children in a
Biblical faith in Jesus
Christ. The statistics are
heartbreaking and sad, to
say the least! Somewhere
between 75-90 percent of
young people leave the
church by the time they
start their sophomore year
of college. Why is this
happening when we have
more church youth
ministries, more para-
church ministries, and
more conferences and
camps to attend than ever
in history? | certainly don’t
have all the answers to
turn this around tomorrow,
but here is what | see
according to God’s Word.

Parents it's our
responsibility to pass the
faith on to the next
generation. Deuteronomy
6:4-9 is a command to the
fathers in Israel to love the
Lord with all their heart,
and the measure of that
love will be the training of
their children to do the
same. To parents God
writes, Impress them

(God’'s Commands) on
your children. Talk about
them when you sit at
home and when you walk
along the road, when you
lie down and when you
get up. (Deuteronomy
6:7)

Proverbs was written by
a young father who saw it
was his responsibility
under God to train his
son. Listen, my son, to
your father’s instruction
and do not forsake your
mother’s teaching.
(Proverbs 1:8)

A church family is
crucial to raising up
children who love the
Lord, but the family and
parents are central to
making it a lifelong
pursuit in the life of a
child!

My goal is to give us
some tools that will help
us fulfill our
responsibilities as
Christian parents to train
up our children into all
godliness. We realize
that without a plan we
won't produce in our
children what we thought
we would be producing.
So here is a plan to help

us train up our children
into Godly young people.

If you as a family
already have a plan in
place, we want to bless
that and encourage you
to continue the spiritual
development of your
child. If you don’t have a
plan, | hope that what
follows each month in the
“Faith at Home”
newsletter will be of some
benefit to you. | would
love to hear from you
what works for your
family. If you have
resources or books that
you have been reading to
your kids or ideas for any
of the different areas,
please pass those along
to me.

My prayer and goal is
that the family and the
church can work hand in
hand to train young
people into all Godliness.

Sincerely, Jeff Neher
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Faith At Home

Take some time to look back over your family
history together as a family. Do your best to
figure out if those in your family tree were
Christians or not. Find out all that you can
about your family spiritual history. Make sure
and look at both sides of your family tree.

How will your family mark its spiritual roots? For some there will be a
long line of Christian heritage, for some families you may be first
generation Christians. How will your family remember to respect
those who went before and remember the importance of passing on
the faith to the next generation?
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Talk about how your family is fulfilling God’s work through your family
in your community. What is your family doing to serve your community
or neighborhood? Talk about how your family is respected in your
neighborhood? Do people have a positive respect for your family,
without a good family name there can be no witness for God in your
community.

Mission in Action: Walk around your neighborhood praying
for the people in each home. Make it your goal to meet and
get to know the names of everyone on your block or on your
street during this month.




il
£ V’J\‘IL;\!

% $% o)

How is your family serving in your church together this month?

Idea: Could your family team up with another family to teach one of $
the younger kid’s classes this year? Would your family be willing to )
serve one Sunday a month in teaching Children’s Church? " 0

Idea: Invite one of the families that have people of similar age over to $
your house for a meal. If you have small kids, then invite another

family that has small kids over to your house for a play date or for a 1
meal. If you have teenagers, invite a family with teenagers over, that

way you get to know the kids and their parents.

Idea: Take your family to the Festival of Faith on September 13,
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Showing kids our love for each other as a couple is extremely
important. Our relationship with God is first and kids need to see this,
second is our relationship with our spouse and our kids need to see
this as well. We are modeling the marriage relationship for them
every day. | would encourage us to take at least one date night a
month with our spouse. | would recommend a resource called
“Simply Romantic Nights” published by FamilyLife. Check it out at
www.familylife.com
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Mission:

Vision:

One of the missing links in family communication is faith talk, simple ways of
incorporating your faith into your conversation. Studies show that only 12% of churched
students have a regular dialog with mom on issues of faith/life. That number is 5% of
churched student who have a regular dialog with dad on faith/life issues. The following
guestions are from a resource called “FaithTalk” which you can find at www.tyfi.org.

Values
If someone asked you what your faith means to you, what would be your response?

Etchings
Tell about an experience when you felt forgiven.

Actions
All of us admire certain qualities of faith in others. Describe a quality you wish were
more true to you.

Memories
What is your favorite memory about the church? What about a happening at the church
sticks in your mind?



