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Celebrate Jesus’ Gift of Forgiveness From Sins 
 

“Jesus did not come simply to make bad people good. Jesus came to bring 

dead people to life.” That quote from Christian activist Shane Claiborne sums 

up the reason Christians celebrate Easter. Because Jesus came back to life 

on Easter morning, he offers his followers new life as well.  

 

The good news of Easter is that although we’re still sinners, Jesus forgives 

our sins when we confess them. We no longer have to be burdened with our 

wrongs and the guilt that accompanies them. But that can be tough to 

remember on a day-to-day basis—for adults as well as teenagers. 

 

In Group Magazine’s recent survey of more than 26,000 Christian teenagers, 

half of them agreed with this statement: “I’ve done things no one really 

knows about that impact my ability to feel loved by God.” The first hurdle is 

finding someone to confess these burdens to. If your teenagers aren’t 

comfortable talking to you about their sins, they may be able to open up to a 

youth leader or pastor who can assure them of God’s mercy and grace.  

 

The next hurdle is letting go of the remaining guilt. As longtime youth leader 

Jeanne Mayo said, “We must teach kids not only to repent from sin but to deal with Satan’s harassing mind 

games long after God has wiped the slate clean.” Past mistakes don’t have to mean lifelong regret. That’s a 

message you can share with your kids long after the Easter fanfare has quieted for another year. 

 

Forgiveness is a gift from God, but then he 

puts the ball in our court. We, in turn, 

must forgive others, too. Youth minister 

Andy Dish expounds on this important 

topic at SimplyYouthMinistry.com. 

 

Colossians 3:13 spells it out very clearly: 

“Forgive as your Father in heaven forgave you.” 

On a daily basis, God must get sick of me. But 

he still forgives me. If God the Father can 

forgive me for all my stupidity, attitudes, 

thoughts, and words, then I can forgive others. 

1. Forgiveness is a choice. Sure, we don’t have 

to. It’s all up to us. We can hear what Paul tells us 

in Colossians and just toss it away. We all have a 
choice—and others are watching our choices. 

2. Forgiveness is necessary for healing. When 

you forgive, you’re trading the poison inside of 

you for God’s love. Until that happens, you’ll walk 
around with poison inside, dying little by little. 

3. Forgiveness is a command. …but I thought 

you said it was a choice? It is. But God calls us to 

a higher calling. He calls us his children and 

representatives, so we must follow and obey. 

Bottom line: God says we must forgive because he 

loves us and wants us to share his love with 

others. 

 

 
 

Forgiveness sounds like a wonderful concept. But 

putting it into practice—and accepting it—can be 

challenging for people of all ages. Check out 

these interesting stats about forgiveness: 

 

• In the groundbreaking National Study of Youth 

and Religion, researcher Christian Smith asked 

teenagers “How 

much has religion 

helped to relieve 

your feelings of 

guilt by providing 

you (with) 

forgiveness?” Kids’ 

responses were: 

o A lot—27% 

o Some—25% 

o A little—15% 

o None—18% 

 

• In a Gallup Poll, 94% of respondents said they 

thought forgiveness was essential. But 85% said 

they’d need outside help to forgive someone. Only 

48% of people said they usually tried to forgive 

others. 
 



 

Great 

Questions   
to Ask Your Kids  

 
Spark some in-depth 

conversations about 

Easter and forgiveness by 

asking these questions: 

 

1. What does Easter mean to 

you? How would you explain 

its importance to a friend 

who doesn’t know Jesus?  

 

2. How often should we ask 

God to forgive our sins? Does 

being forgiven wash away all 

your guilty feelings? Why or 

why not? 

 

3. What does forgiveness feel 

like to you? How is it evident 

in your life after you’ve 

received it? 

 

4. How good of a “forgiver” 

are you, and why? What 

makes it difficult to forgive 

when you know you should? 

 

 
 

PRAY THAT: 

 

1. Your Easter celebrations will remind teenagers that God loves them 

and offers them complete forgiveness. 

 

2. Your teenagers won’t feel burdened by sin and guilt. 

 

3. God will help your family members freely and frequently forgive one 

another. 

 

4. The good news of Easter will give your teenagers joy and hope long 

after the holiday is over.

 

Verse of the Month  

“But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for 

us while we were still sinners. … So now we can rejoice in our 

wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus 

Christ has made us friends of God.” (Romans 5:8, 11) 

 

Our merciful God made the ultimate sacrifice on Good Friday. Even 

though Jesus was sinless, he took all the weight of our wrongdoing on 

himself. Because Jesus died for our sins and rose again on Easter, we 

not only have the assurance of forgiveness but are God’s friends who will 

spend eternity with him in heaven if we believe in him.  

 

Going Deeper  

 

What did Easter mean for God as a parent? Check out this devotional excerpt from Lane Palmer. 

To read it all, visit SimplyYouthMinistry.com and type in “The Heartbreak of Easter.” 

 

At Easter, we celebrate the fact that Jesus Christ came back from the dead after paying the ultimate price 

for our sins. We celebrate the fact that salvation is available through trusting in the risen Savior of the 

world. But sometimes we forget: There was more than one sacrifice that was made on the hill called The 

Skull where Jesus hung on the cross and poured out his life. 

 

There was also a Daddy. He watched in heaven as his precious Son was spit on, insulted, tortured, and 

finally murdered by people who had no idea who they were killing. The heart of God the Father must have 

been shattered into a million pieces as the land grew dark and Jesus cried out to his Papa: “Father, I 

entrust my spirit into your hands!” (Luke 23:46). 

 

That’s why this Easter you need to remember and celebrate not only the earthly 

side of the gospel message but the heavenly side as well: God showed his great 

love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners (Romans 

5:8). While we were headed for destruction—while we were selfish, sinful people, 

while we were clueless about the destiny of eternal souls—a Daddy chose to love 

us and chose to let his one and only Son be crushed by the gears of crucifixion. 

Let the tragedy and triumph of that first Easter convince you that you have a 

heavenly Daddy who loves you too much to live without you.  

 

To consider this further, read Psalm 22. It was written from the perspective of 

Jesus as he was hanging on the cross. Read it and imagine how Jesus felt and 

how the Father felt as he watched Jesus suffer for you. 
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Background: Franklin directed 

church choirs at a young age, 

but a rebellious streak in high 

school led to a pregnant 

girlfriend. He’s led popular 

groups such as One Nation 

Crew but also had great solo 

success. Recently, Franklin 

admitted a porn addiction that 

nearly cost him his marriage.  

 

Albums: Hello Fear (2011), 

The Fight of My Life (2007), 

The Nu Nation Project (1988) 

 

What Franklin Says: “Let's 

say that you’re healed from 

your past, but [you’re] 

associated with someone else 

that’s not healed. So when you 

run into that person …it can 

maybe strike up something.” 

 

Discussion Questions: 
Describe someone who’s 

positively influenced you. 

Should we stay clear of people 

who aren’t Christians? Why or 

why not? Read aloud Matthew 

16:5-12. What “yeast” is Jesus 

talking about? How can we 

guard against the bad yeast we 

encounter?  

 

 
Background: This Canadian 

artist began her career at 16. 

Her pop-punk style plugs into 

teenage angst, relationships, 

and the skater/punk culture. 

Lavigne’s new single “What 

the Hell” showcases her use of 

bad language to convey her 

point. Lavigne’s charity has 

partnered with Easter Seals 

and Make-A-Wish. 

 

Albums: Goodbye Lullaby 

(2011), The Best Damn Thing 

(2007), Let Go (2002) 

 

What Lavigne Says: “I try to 

remember that even doing one 

small thing each day to help 

others really can make a huge 

difference.” 

 

Discussion Questions: Why 

do people give to charities? Do 

Christians have more of a 

responsibility to help people in 

need? Why or why not? Read 

aloud Deuteronomy 15:7-11. 

What are some reasons people 

give for not being more 

charitable? How can you 

become more charitable?  
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Movie: Soul Surfer                 

Genre: Drama 

Rating: PG 

 

Synopsis: This film is based on the true 

story of surfer Bethany Hamilton, who lost 

her arm in a 2003 shark attack. The story 

shows how Bethany’s faith kept her strong 

amid loss. 

 

Discussion Questions: If you were in 

Bethany’s situation, would you give up 

doing what you loved? Why or why not? 

What are some things you trust in? How 

would you change if you lost those things? 

Read aloud Matthew 7:24-27. Why doesn’t 

belief in God keep life’s storms from 

happening to us? What are some storms 

you’ve experienced? How has your faith 

helped you weather them?  

 

For more media discussions and ideas, check 

out www.MinistryandMedia.com. 

MOVIE 

MOVIE 

 
Bulletstorm —This game for Xbox 360, PS3, and PCs is more than your usual first-person 

shooter. While some games rated M could arguably be okay for older teenagers (Halo: Reach, 

for instance), Bulletstorm should be kept far, far away. In addition to the intense violence, the 

game is hypersexualized, with achievements that have sexual slang terms, such as “gang bang” 

and “three-way.” With these phrases being uttered every few seconds on the screen, 

impressionable teenagers can’t help but be desensitized.  

 

VIDEO GAME 

 

M E D I A  S P O T L I G H T  
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