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Greetings in Jesus Name,

Advent Conspiracy is a
movement to celebrate
Christmas in a fresh way.
Instead of the typical stress,
agitation and lengthy
shopping lists, Advent
Conspiracy calls us back to
the original story of Jesus’
birth. Christmas is first and
foremost about Jesus. Itis a
season in which God invites
us to lay down our burdens
and lift up a song to our God.
These days should be a time
when love flows, peace
reigns, and the King is
celebrated with each breath.
Advent Conspiracy invites
people to personally enter
Jesus’ story with an
overwhelming passion to
worship Him. It began with
five churches in 2006 and
has grown to hundreds. |
have chosen to use the
concept as the outline for my
Sunday first-person
messages. However, |
believe it can be much more
than that. | believe the
simple concepts are easy to
“take home” so that each
NOCC household will do
Christmas differently. Not as
a four-point checklist of
spiritual accomplishment, but
as a celebration of the
wondrous moment when

God entered our world to
make things right. This is the
greatest story ever told, and
it changes everything—
including the way we
celebrate Christmas.

The Advent Conspiracy will
help us practice four simple
but powerful concepts to
celebrate the presence of
Jesus.

Worship Fully - It starts
with Jesus. It ends with
Jesus. He is the reason. He
is God in the flesh! In order
to give Him first place, we
must break free of all rival
gods that consume us.

Spend Less — This is not
about being Scroogey or
stingy. Nor is it about
spending nothing. It is rather
a call to honestly evaluate
how materialistic our
Christmas celebration can
become. And it is about
thoughtfully considering what
we support with our
spending and redirect our
spending to support
products, peoples, and
causes that are worthy of
being championed. Perhaps
we could buy just one less
gift this season and replace
that present with personal
presence in that person’s
life.

Give More — God'’s gift to us
was not material; it was
relationship. It was His
personal presence. Giving
more is about loving family
and friends in personal ways,
not in trinkets from the mall
or bargains bought online.
Mostly it's about giving time,
giving ourselves to others.

Love All - When Jesus
loved, he loved in ways

never imagined. Though he
was rich, he became poor to
love the poor. He loved the
lost, the least, the forgotten
and the sick. He touched the
untouchable. He went out of
his way to be with the
marginalized and needy.
Loving all is our opportunity
to join Jesus in giving
resources to those who need
help; to be an active agent of
God's love, opening doors of
relationship to God.

Advent Conspiracy suggests
that churches adopt a
special project based on this
premise: As Christ's
followers spend less on
material things at Christmas,
more resources are available
to help the hungry and
thirsty, the imprisoned and
the sick. Literally hundreds
of churches have conspired
together to provide clean,
safe water to people lacking
it. Water. It is at the heart of
a daily crisis faced by a
billion of the world’s most
vulnerable people—a crisis
that threatens life and
destroys livelihoods on a
devastating scale. When
those of us who know life in
Jesus Christ work together
to substantially ease the
global water crisis we offer
life to millions. At the same
time new doors are opened
to address root causes such
as injustice, oppression, and
abject poverty. As this
happens, communities and
worldviews are
transformed—both among
those in desperate physical
need, and among those who
have been blessed with
much.
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We've been thinking about how the
body of Christ ... the “community of
saints” ... grows into an effective
witness for Christ in our days. There
are disciplines necessary for proper
growth.

We've seen that in order to grow as an
individual and as the body of Christ we
need to:
1) Study and know what God’s Word
says ... and
2) Be intentional in prayer asking that
His will be done in our lives.
- Inreality, it's praying that the
will of God ... revealed in His
Word will be lived out in our
lives in a practical, day-to-day
obedience.

The third discipline we need to
consider is “the habit of fellowship”
... participating in God’s family.

Heb. 10: 24-25, “Let us consider
how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds. 2 et
us not give up meeting together, as
some are in the habit of doing, but
let us encourage one another—and
all the more as you see the Day
approaching.”

When we by faith believe that Jesus
died in our place on the cross, we enter
a relationship with God and He
becomes our father ... and we gain
many new siblings! In our day of
“rugged individualism” we really need
to believe that God has made us a part
of His family and that we have family
relationships and responsibilities.

Gal. 6:10, “Therefore, as we
have opportunity, let us do good to
all people, especially to those who
belong to the family of believers.”

We need the encouragement and
accountability of “family relationship” to

By: Pastor John Wiker

grow spiritually as we should. An
authentic walk with Christ is not an
“individual sport” but a walk with others
like us who are trying ... in ever
increasing ways ... to let the Lord
Jesus truly be “Lord”. Thus we
sharpen each other (Proverbs 27:17),
and encourage each other (Heb. 3:13),
and carry each other’s burdens and
restore each other (Gal. 6:1-2) and a
number of other “one another’s”.

When we do our part ... resisting the
allure of the world’s idea of “my rights”
and allowing God to bring us together
in Christ like community ... He is
exalted!
John 17: 20-23, “My prayer is
not for them alone. | pray also
for those who will believe in me
through their message, “that all
of them may be one, Father,
just as you are in me and | am
in you. May they also be in us
so that the world may believe
that you have sent me. ?*| have
given them the glory that you
gave me, that they may be one
as we are one: **| in them and
you in me. May they be brought
to complete unity to let the world
know that you sent me and
have loved them even as you
have loved me.”

Failing to obediently follow our Lord
Jesus’ instructions can lead to
catastrophic results. In his sermon
"The Power of Promises," author and
Professor Lewis Smedes says:
“Toward the end of his three volumes
on the history of the French Revolution,
Thomas Carlyle concluded that the
revolution failed, not because of
corruption in high places, but because
ordinary people in their ordinary places
neglected to keep their promises.”

“If we do not keep our promises, what
once was a human community turns
into a combat zone of competitive self-
maximizers. We are at sea, loose-
jointed, uncertain, leery of each other,
untrusting. Nobody can trust their
neighbors. And without trust, no law,
no police force, and no legal contracts
can keep a community human. We are
a people who can join together in a
permanently free society only if we are
a people who can keep promises
together.”

Lewis B. Smedes, "The Power of
Promises," in A Chorus of Witnesses
(Eerdmans 1994)

If this is true as a Nation, how much
more is it true of the body of Christ ...
the family of God. It is vital that we
understand and obey our Lord’s
instruction to His body. If you are
trusting Jesus as your Savior, He has
placed you into His body ... His family
... and that comes with great benefits
and responsibilities. May | encourage
you to fight against the darkness of our
age and live the life of Jesus in the
community of His Church.

continued on Page 5
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Pastor Jeff Neher

How are we passing the faith on to
the next generation? This has
become probably the most
important question in my life over
the past several months. Do we
have a plan for passing the faith on
to the next generation in our
homes? Some people’s plan may
be to drop the kids off at church
and let the Sunday school teacher,
HFL leader or youth group leaders
pass the faith on to their child. God
had a completely different plan for
how this would really work. God
gave His plan to Moses, who
passed it on to the people in
Deuteronomy 6:4-9.

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our
God, the LORD is one. Love the
LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength. These
commandments that | give you
today are to be upon your
hearts. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you
walk along the road, when you
lie down and when you get up.
Tie them as symbols on your
hands and bind them on your
foreheads. Write them on the
doorframes of your houses and
on your gates.”

Do you have a plan for passing the
faith on to the next generation?
When it comes to any business
they have a plan, a mission
statement that everyone in the
company knows and tries to
accomplish. We have mission
statements for businesses, sports
teams, organizations, and our
personal lives, but does your family
have a mission statement for
passing the faith on to the next

generation? Does everyone in your
family know what the goal is? Do
your kids know what the bigger
plan is for their lives and the life of
your family? Do they have a
purpose in serving God? A spiritual
family mission statement proclaims
what your family believes God
wants you to accomplish with your
family. As you get started, be sure
to stop and ask God to help you as
you write out what you believe God
wants to accomplish through your
family. Second, identify your core
values, what is it that is truly
important to your family? Many
values are vital, but choosing two
or three you care most about will
help make your mission statement
specific enough to write goals for.
Third, make your mission
statement succinct and
memorable. “To explore strange
new worlds, to seek out new life
and new civilizations, to boldly go
where no man has gone before.”
Now there’s a mission statement
that’s hard to misunderstand or
forget! Fourth, keep your statement
before you. Post it in a prominent
place for all to see and where it can
be reviewed and referred to on a
regular basis.

Along with the mission statement it
is important to write down some
values and goals and then specific
action steps to help fulfill your
goals and mission statement.
Following is an example of the
Jones Family Mission Statement &
Covenant.

Mission: To experience the
unconditional love of Christ, so we
might love one another and make a
radical impact on our family,
community, and culture.

Values: Unconditional love,
healthy and safe environment,
quality time (just being, not doing),
honesty, friends, community, food,
fun

Goal 1: To be intentional about
modeling our faith at home.

Action Step: (1) Pray
together at least once each
day (2) To read scripture
together at least 4 times
each week.

Goal 2: To reach out to our
community.

Action Step: Plan a
neighborhood get-together in
October each year.

We as a family agree with God to
fulfill the above, by the means
discussed in Ephesians 3:14-21.

If you would like more help in
writing your own family mission
statement please ask me about
getting a copy of “The Process to
Building a Family Mission
Statement,” or a resource you can
purchase is “Your Family Journey:
A guide to Building Faith at Home,”
a resource of Focus on the Family.

I hope you found this encouraging
as we become intentional about
passing the faith on to the next
generation.
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Continued from Page 1

This year the NOCC project will be
to provide simple water filtration
systems to families in sugarcane
villages in the Dominican Republic.
We will partner with SCORE and
Hugo & Sarah Liborio to purchase
filtration systems at $40 apiece.
They will be sent to the DR for
SCORE missionaries to distribute
and educate families on their use
and maintenance. Anticipate
learning much more about how
clean, safe water will provide health
and hope for the often neglected
families working the fields in the
Dominican countryside.

This Advent, let’s do all we can to
tell the story of Jesus in word and
deed. Better yet, join his story and
reflect his priorities in your
observance of Christmas.

Conspiring with you,

Pastor Ken

Continued from Page 2

What that might look like may be
summed up in a story from David
Roper in Our Daily Bread (Sept. 22,
2003), “A minister was concerned
about the absence of a man who
had normally attended services.
After a few weeks, he decided to
visit him. When the pastor arrived
at the man's home, he found him all
alone, sitting in front of a fireplace.
The minister pulled up a chair and
sat next to him. But after his initial
greeting he said nothing more.”

“The two sat in silence for a few
minutes while the minister stared at
the flames in the fireplace. Then he
took the tongs and carefully picked
up one burning ember from the
flames and placed it on the hearth.
He sat back in his chair, still silent.
His host watched in quiet reflection
as the ember flickered and faded.
Before long it was cold and dead.

The minister glanced at his watch
and said he had to leave, but first
he picked up the cold ember and
placed it back in the fire.
Immediately it began to glow again
with the light and warmth of the
burning coals around it.”

“As the minister rose to leave, his
host stood with him and shook his
hand. Then, with a smile on his
face, the man said, "Thanks for the
sermon, Pastor. I'll see you in
church on Sunday."
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