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American culture is intoxi-

cated on busyness.
Unless we are engaged or
occupied with an activity
we feel bored and unim-
portant. Busyness has
many destructive effects.
It negatively affects our
work, our relationships, our
personal life and our
health. However, busy-
ness is most detrimental to
our walk with God. S.D.
Eyre observes:

“The compulsive busyness
of our culture is also a
means of avoiding God.
Most of us spend forty to
sixty hours a week at work.
We spend another ten to
twenty hours in front of the
television. Details of living
like paying bills, keeping
up the house and chauf-
feuring children eat up the
rest of the week. Even as
we maintain such a crazy
pace, we lament it. Why
do we drive ourselves? It's
just another way to avoid a

divine encounter. If we
ever slowed down, the
presence of God might just
begin to get through.”

Slowing down and getting
quiet is just what we must
do. Look at Luke 10:38-
42:

“As Jesus and his disciples
were on their way, he
came to a village where a
woman named Martha
opened her home to him.
She had a sister called
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s
feet listening to what he
said. But Martha was dis-
tracted by all the prepara-
tions that had to be made.
She came to him and
asked, ‘Lord, don’t you
care that my sister has left
me to do the work by my-
self? Tell her to help mer’
‘Martha, Martha’ the Lord
answered, you are worried
and upset about many
things, but only one thing
is needed. Mary has cho-
sen what is better, and it
will not be taken away from
her.’

Note that Jesus does not
fault Martha for her ser-
vice. If it were not for the
Martha’'s of this world,
nothing would get done.
Rather, Jesus identifies a
problem with the spirit of
Martha's service. She was
doing a good thing, serving
Jesus, but her spirit was so
obsessed with doing that
she overloaded herself
with busy work. Luke says

that she was encumbered
by the serving. When Je-
sus responded to her, he
said, “Martha, you're wor-
ried and upset about too
many things (emphasis
added).” Martha got so
busy that she forgot the big
picture! She was so wor-
ried about doing things,
unnecessary things, that
she missed out on the cru-
cial thing, listening to Jesus
and spending intimate time
with  Him.  Don’t let this
happen to you!

Fight busyness! Simplify-
ing can be a very important
strategy. Good service
should be done with a
good spirit. The trick is to
know when vyou're too
busy. One indicator is if
what you do drives you to
distraction—if you become
upset, anxious, irritable
and hard to get along
with—you may need to
simplify things. We can
tarnish our service by the
way we do it. Good Ser-
vice, done with a bad spirit,
doesn’'t do anybody any
good.

As you practice quiet time,
you will begin to counter
spiritual apathy. God will
meet you in powerful ways
as you slow down, giving
him some space to work
deeply in your life.

Larry McMurtry, known for
his book Lonesome Dove,
wrote another book about
roads—the many roads he
had driven on and the hun-
dreds of miles he had ex-

plored across America. At
last, returning in memory to
the place where he grew up
in east Texas, he recalls
that his father had seldom
gone much farther than the
dusty roads near his dirt
farm. Comparing his own
travels to his father’s local-
ized life McMurtry admits, “I
have looked at many places
quickly. My father looked at
one place deeply.”

And so it should be with us.
Use this summer to live a
simpler pace—to look
deeply at God, to enjoy him.
Remember to put God first.
Matt Redman says,

So often when my worship
has dried up, it's because |
haven't been fueling the fire.
| haven't set aside any time
to soak myself under the
showers of God’s revelation.
Often, time is the key factor.
But if we can find space to
soak ourselves in God's
Word, his presence, his
creation and spend time
with other believers, then
we'll find that the revelation
floods back into our lives,
and our hearts will respond
with a blaze of worship once
more.

Set aside time for God so
that your hearts can blaze
with  worship once more.
Allow Christ to serve you
before you serve others,
before you serve yourself.
Simplify!  God is not im-
pressed with 24/7 activities
even though others might
be. Don't just do some-
thing, sit there!!!



In our last issue of “Sheep Shape” we
discovered there are four basic disci-
plines necessary for spiritual growth...
healthy growth just doesn’t “happen”.
You gardeners and farmers know that
perhaps the most important thing nec-
essary for a great crop is good seed.
In addition to seed, nutrients, water,
pruning, etc. are necessary. It takes
work to get a crop.

In order to grow as an authentic be-
liever (not just a “cultural Christian”)
there are similar steps to that of gar-
dening...

The “seed”... is the study of and obe-
dience to the Word of God. In order
for God to begin to grow His life in us,
the Word needs to take root in us.
Then the Holy Spirit can begin to
“grow us” in Christ. John 8:31-32,
“So, Jesus was saying to those
Jews who had believed Him, if you
continue in My word, then you are
truly disciples of Mine; and you will
know the truth, and the truth will
make you free.” (NASB)

Satan is a liar (John 8:44) . That s
His nature. He takes God’s words out
of context and twists them into error
(Genesis 3:1-7) . Our best defense
against him is to know, believe, and
act on the truth of God’s word
(Ephesians 6:10-18) .

When we study the Word, the Holy
Spirit, who oversaw the writing of
God’s Word, can then use the Word
we’'ve put into our minds, He can’t
help us when we’re tempted.

By Pastor John Wiker

It takes discipline, time, and work...
but it's worth it. Haddon Robinson
shares, “The people involved in the
public relations department of the
church always make Bible study
sound as though it is easy. Itis not.
It takes a great deal of effort to under-
stand this text, and even more to un-
derstand how it applies to our lives.”

“We like to think that when we study
the Bible, it's like getting a shot of
spiritual adrenaline. It gives a spiri-
tual high. Studying the Bible is much
more like taking vitamins. You gulp
down a couple of vitamins in the
morning, but no wave of energy flows
through your body. You take the vita-
mins because they build you up.
They protect you against the dis-
eases in the environment. In the long

pull, they make you strong. (Haddon
Robbinson, “The Wisdom of Small Crea-
tures,” Preaching Today, Tape No. 93).

Facts about Spiritual Maturity

“Then we will no longer be infants,
tossed back and forth by the waves,
and blown here and there by every
wind of teaching and by the cunning
and craftiness of men in their deceit-
ful scheming. Instead, speaking the
truth in love, we will in all things grow
up into him who is the Head, that is,
Christ.” Eph 4: 14-15

1. It's not Automatic

“In fact, though by this time you
ought to be teachers, you need

someone to teach you the elementary
truths of God’s word all over again.
You need milk, not solid food! Any-
one who lives on milk, being still an
infant, is not acquainted with the
teaching about righteousness.” He-
brew 5:12-13

2. It's a Process

Prov. 8:5 “You who are simple, gain
prudence; you who are foolish, gain
understanding.”

2 Pet. 3:18a, “But grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ...”

3. It takes Discipline

“Discipline yourself for the purpose of
godliness” 1 Tim. 4:7 (NASB)

Jesus would encourage us to com-
mit to the process of spiritual
growth. Will you join Him in the
process?
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Your troops will be willing on your day of battleArrayed in holy majesty, from th
womb of the dawn you will receive the dew of yooush.

Psalms 110:3
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Church Family:

As you read this article | ask that you
would stop and pray for my family
and me. As many of you know | am
on sabbatical this summer stepping
out of the daily grind and routine of
ministry for a short while to refocus
and study. Many of you may wonder
why it's important for pastors to do
this every so often. | equate it to be-
ing a military leader, every so often
they need to leave the front lines so
that they can get a little distant per-
spective of the battle. In the midst of
the battle it can be difficult to see
what the enemy is doing and how
their strategy is changing. | also
need to spend some quality time with
the Commander and Chief to make
sure that we are living out His plan, to
see if it is working or if there are ad-
justments that need to be made.

We are in the spiritual battle for all of
our hearts and minds. The battle we
face is real both in our church and in
every church in America. There are
too many warriors for our King and
His Son that are disappearing. As a
leader | need to step back for a little
bit and study the battle and to see
how our strategy is working or not
working. Are we preparing our warri-
ors for this battle in a way that is be-
ing effective or are we just throwing
them to the battle unprepared? Why
are we losing so many of our young
warriors from the Kingdom of God?
It's time once again to do some more
indepth study and take a little longer
look at what we are doing as a church
to help young people prepare for the
spiritual battle that is being waged for
their hearts and minds. Please be
praying with me as | study and seek
God on how He would like for us to
help families and students be better
prepared for this spiritual battle.

I would ask that you and your family
take some time this summer as well
to look at the spiritual battle you are
facing. How is your family winning or
losing in this battle? Do you have a
battle plan to stay true to the King
and His Son? Is it working? Why or
why not? The King has given us His
instruction manual for how to live in
the midst of the battle. Would you
spend time reading it with me this
summer?

The King Reigns...and His Son!
Jeff Neher

Though | am gone for the summer we
still have several activities that are
planned for our youth. If anyone has
any questions or needs anything
please feel free to contact Melissa
Curry at the NOCC Youth Office
(785) 628-8887 or mcurry@northoak.
net.

SUMMER EVENTS

June 3, 2009
7:00-9:00 NOCC Youth Center

Karaoke Night

June 17, 2009
6:00-9:00 NOCC Youth Center

Community Service Night

July 1, 2009
6:00-9:00 NOCC Youth Center

Amazing Race

July 11, 2009
Time TBA NOCC Youth Center

Big Give

July 22, 2009
6:00 Martin’s House
BBQ & Baked Goods

August 5, 2009
Time TBA- Greathouse’s

Water Games



Greetings to you from sunny Califor-
nia? | am glad to be able to take ad-
vantage of this new NOCC newsletter
to reflect with you a bit about my ex-
perience at the Mennonite Brethren
Master of Divinity, which | graduated
with on May 17, and now | pray and
wait for a call into pastoral ministry. |
will continue on as youth pastor at
College Community Church MB here
in town until mid-July, at which point |
expect to be moving. | hope to see
you all at that time.

First, | want to express my thanks to
you for all your support for the past
four years and for the many years
prior to that. My training for ministry
would not have been possible without
the church that sent me. You pro-
vided a church home that nourished
me and guided me in the Christian
faith; you offered financial and emo-
tional support during my time at Ta-
bor College; you have affirmed me
and supported me in my call to minis-
try during these seminary years
through your prayers, financial sup-
port, and opening the pulpit to me on
a few occasions. Thank you.

| also want to try and let you in on a
little of what | was up to during my
seminary training. Some of you might
be wondering just what | did for four
years. What | learned? Was it worth
all that intensive time of study?

My experience at the Seminary was,
of course, life changing. And it was
challenging!  First and foremost, |
learned how to interpret the Bible. |
was challenged to ask tough ques-
tions of the text and find respectable
answers. And it's not as easy as one
might think! Figuring out just what
the Bible is all about is a complex
task that requires instruction, prac-
tice, and correction from those who
have been doing it well for a long
time. Does that mean that only cer-
tain people (the clergy) ought to read
the Bible? Of course not! But if I've
learned anything in my time at semi-
nary, it is the crucial importance of

having people within each community
of faith that can provide guidance for
biblical interpretation.

| also learned and honed skills like
preaching, teaching, and leading. |
learned not to do things like negotiate
conflictive situations and develop a
sense of vision for a particular
church. | was challenged to bring my
convictions about God to bear on how
we act in the church. This is an es-
sential leadership function for our
churches as we attempt to participate
in God’s mission in the world.

And | learned how to follow Christ
more closely. While some call semi-
nary the “cemetery”, | found MBBS to
be a place of vibrant and life-giving
spirituality. We prayed daily, wor-
shipped weekly, and | was challenged
here to trust in God all the more. |
have grown deeper in love with Christ
in the last four years, learning to
boast only in the grace of God.

While | leave the Seminary grateful
for all that it has been for me, | am
also concerned about its future. And
not just MBBS, but seminary educa-
tion in general. This is a time of great
challenge for MB Seminary. There
seems to be a general feeling afoot in
some sections of the church that
seminary is outmoded and no longer
necessary. Some distrust the faculty.
Some simply see no room in the
budget for a far-off denominational
institution.  But | think Mennonite
Brethren seminary education remains
as vital as ever. Might the education
need to change in some ways? Sure.

But | want to challenge our church to
continue to support the seminary.
More than that, | want to encourage
the church to place an emphasis on
calling out young people for leader-
ship in the church, especially calling
them to formal training in seminary.

| would like to leave you with a double
challenge. First, | want to challenge
the congregation in this tough eco-
nomic time to make a statement
about its priorities. In what new or
increasingly faithful ways can we sup-
port seminary education with our giv-
ing? Perhaps we might start a fund
from which you can support a student
who wishes to attend seminary in the
future. Whatever is decided at the
congregational level, individual gifts
to MBBS are very important as well,
and on the strength of my experience
| encourage you to give generously.

But more importantly, | want to chal-
lenge the North Oak church family to
replace me at our denominational
seminary. Did you know that NOCC
was the only Southern District church
with a seminarian to its name at
MBBS this past year? That's wonder-
ful, but also scary. We need more
people in training! You've done a
good job in calling me out for leader-
ship, but who will take my place?
The MB Seminary needs good stu-
dents from the Southern District, and
NOCC has a part to play in filling that
need. Who from within our church
family, within the next 18 months, will
begin their seminary education? |
urge you to begin praying that God
would make the call clear for some-
one within our congregation.

Again thank you for all your support
that has allowed me to proceed to
this point in my education and train-
ing. | covet your prayers as | move
forward from here to love and serve
the Lord.

In Christ,

Matt Insley



This is the 25th year Relay for Life
has been a worldwide event.

NOCC has been involved in Relay for
a number of years. Each year we
have 2 teams, which consist of 10-15
team members on each team.

We Relay because one day we hope
cancer will be eliminated. Relay
gives us the opportunity to celebrate
the lives of those who have battled
cancer and remember loved one’s
who lost the fight. All funds raised
helps the American Cancer Society
fund research, give us up-to-date in-
formation and offer free programs
and services to improve the qual-

ity of life for people with cancer.

Relay for Life is a fun-filled over-
night event. During the event,
teams of people will gather at
Felten Middle School and take
turns walking laps. Each team
tries to keep at least one team
member on the track at all times.
There will be all kinds of fun ac-
tivities throughout the night.

Relay welcomes all cancer survi-
vors, our honored guests to take
part in the Survivors’ Victory Lap.
We encourage anyone at NOCC
or anyone you know who has
had or is battling cancer to come
and join us.

All of NOCC is invited to the Relay.
Please come and share with the
Community that Faith and Hope in
Jesus Christ is needed to fight the
fight against cancer.

Event Date and Time:

Friday, June 5th at 7:00 pm

Event Place:
Felten Middle School Track

NOCC will have a potluck before the
event, starting at 6:00 pm. We will
have grilled hamburgers and hot dogs
for everyone. If you would like to
bring a dish please sign-up at the ta-
ble in the gathering space. If anyone
is interested in walking you can also
sign-up or just come out and enjoy
the event. Hope to see you at the
Relay.

Remember this: Cancer Does Not
Stop at Nighttime.

Relay For Life starts at dusk and
ends the next morning. The light and
darkness of the day and night parallel
the experiences of the cancer patient
undergoing treatment. The Relay be-
gins at sunset, which symbolizes the
time a person is diagnosed with can-
cer. As the evening progresses, it
gets colder and darker—this repre-

sents the patients’ struggle as they
endure the emotions of being a can-
cer patient.

The time between 1 to 2 am repre-
sents when the cancer patient starts
treatment. They become exhausted,
some sick, not wanting to go on, pos-
sibly wanted to give up. As a partici-
pant in the Relay, you have been
walking and feel much the same way.
Like the cancer patient, you cannot
stop or give up.

The time around 4 to 5 am symbol-

izes the completion of treatment for

the cancer patient. Once again, they
are tired, but they know they will
make it.

The sun rising represents the end of
treatment for the cancer patient.
They see the light that life will go on.
The morning light brings on a new
day, full of life and excitement for
new beginnings. As a participant,
you will feel the brightness of the
morning and know that the end of
the Relay is close at hand.

When you leave the Relay, think of
the cancer patient leaving their last
treatment. Just as you are ex-
hausted and weak, so is that per-
son, but there is hope in the new
day! The money raised at Relay will
support patient services, lifesaving
research, education and advocacy
efforts...and that is why we Relay!

Remember: There is no finish line
until we find a cure!

What other nation is so great as to have their goeksr them the way the Lord our God|i
near us whenever we pray to him?

Deuteronomy 4:7




Hey North Oak Friends!

It is so good to be able to have this
opportunity to chat and catch up with
our church family! Praise God for am-
bitious people willing to start a church
newsletter. We sure enjoyed getting
our copy here in the Dominican Re-
public, and reading about all God is
doing with NOCC. It helps us to feel
closer to home, and to know how to
pray for you better. We really miss
everyone there and ministering be-
side you in person. Thank you for
continuing to minister along side us
here in the DR with your prayers and
offerings. We are blessed to have
you battling at our side.

Our plan to come and see you all
again is in September. Sarah needs
to travel 6 weeks before the baby is
born, so that puts us into Hays begin-
ning of September. Hugo might have
to travel back to the DR in November
for a huge baseball clinic week that
SCORE hosts. Other than that we
hope to stay through the holidays. It
will be an eventful 4 months, but we
are so thrilled we are going to have
some time to show off the new baby
before we leave again! Which, by the
way the pregnancy is going wonder-
full Thank you for praying! Oh, and
you are going to LOVE Mattias! He
has changed so much since we left 7
months ago! He is a little sponge and
so much fun to play with. He will be
two years old in July! Do you believe
it? We ask him where the baby is,
and he lifts his shirt and points to his
belly button. He doesn'’t quite under-
stand that only mommy has the baby.
It is so cute. He has about 40 English
words and about 4 Spanish ones, but
we are trying to slowly introduce
Spanish without confusing him. He is
extremely smart though, so | think he
is going to pick it up without much
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difficulty.

Ministry is amazing. It is so hard to
describe in words the way that God is
using us. Yes, on paper we host
short-term mission trips that SCORE
brings from the states, but how does
that effect eternity? Sarah’s parents
and Mary Ann Massey got a glimpse
of God’s work here when they visited,
but to share the deep satisfaction that
we feel to be used so mightily by God
is challenging.

Let me help you visualize with a Bible
Story. My favorite sermon has al-
ways been the one about the little boy
with five loaves and two fishes, which
Christ uses to feed the five thousand.
How that little boy gave the NATU-
RAL thing he had in his hand and
Christ made it SUPER-NATURAL!
That is how we feel every day. We
take the natural thing, which God
originally gave to us when he made
us, and give it to Christ. Whether it
be Hugo’s guitar skills, a smile, a hug,
a word of encouragement, a joke, a
testimony, a magic trick, whatever it
may be, God takes all those things
and uses them to change peoples
lives! Itis SUPERNATURAL! Let me
share with you parts of letters we
have received after a week of working
with a team. And we share this only
to show God’s glory in choosing to
use us to change a life for eternity.

Hugo- “I pray that you and Sarah will
continue to change lives and advance
the kingdom of God. Believe me
when | say that you have reinforced
that God should be the #1 priority in
my life and that He is the reason for
me being here.” Hugo- “The joyful,
humorous, and genuine way Yyou
share the gospel is completely new to
me. It's something | praise God for
because evangelism scares me, but

the way you live and share your faith |
feel is exactly how God intended it to
be.” Sarah- “You are the type of per-
son | need to try and be when it
comes to my relationship with God. |
was slowly slipping in my faith before
this trip and you and your family were
a huge help in bringing me back up.
Your testimony was so inspiring and
your spirit is encouraging.” Sarah-"My
leader asked why God had me on this
trip, and while God was at work in
many aspects of my life, | believe |
was put on this trip to hear your testi-
mony.”

Do you see how God is working? Do
you feel our excitement to see people
changed for the glory of God? And
so far | have only mentioned the lives
of the people that come for the mis-
sion trip, because we work more
closely with them. But, the fruit from
the actual outreach with the Domini-
can people is overwhelming. SCORE
is planting several churches to keep
up with discipling new believers.

In summary of our new life here. God
is awesome, as always. The ministry
is SUPERNATURAL, keep praying
for lives changed. We miss our home
church. Thank you for this opportu-
nity to chat we’ll be seeing you soon.

On the Victory Side,

Hugo, Sarah, and Mattias Liborio



Romania Missions
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One of our NOCC family members,
Don Scheibler, received a well-
deserved award for valor. Thank God
for him and for God’s protection over
him as he and others (several from
NOCC) care for our safety as police
Officers.

Kansas Joint Law Enforcement
Conference
Wichita, Kansas
May 23, 2008
Kansas Association of Chiefs of
Police Awards for Exceptional Per-
formance—Gold Award Uncom-
mon Valor in the line of Duty

For the Gold Award: Lt. Donald
Scheibler, Hays Police Department,
and from the old adage of “once a
cop always a cop”, for the bronze

By Sue George
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award, John Fross, Ft. Hays State
University Police Department
(Retired).

This situation concerns the aftermath
of a thwarted burglary in Hays during
the early morning of December 21,
2007. Lt. Donald Scheibler had as-
sisted with the capture of two burglars
and then observed two more white
males clad in black attire less than a
block from the original scene. He
was suspicious that these two indi-
viduals were also involved in the pre-
viously detected burglary and he ap-
proached them. Both then ran from
the scene, separating in a nearby
residential area. Lt. Scheibler elected
to pursue one of the suspected bur-
glars, who refused to comply with
Scheibler's commands to stop. Sud-
denly though, the fleeing burglar did
stop, turned and fired two rounds to-
ward the Lieutenant from a handgun
taken from his waist. Lt. Scheibler
fired once from his service weapon
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and the suspect dropped to the
ground. As Lt. Scheibler called for
backup and informed the dispatcher
that shots had been fired, he covered
the suspect lying on the ground who
continued to keep his hand atop his
gun lying on the ground despite the
officer’'s commands to the contrary.
At that point, a neighborhood resi-
dent, retired police officer John Fross,
whose house had been struck by at
least one of the rounds fired, ap-
peared on the scene armed with a
handgun to provide unsolicited but
welcome backup for Lt. Scheibler.
The fourth suspect was also appre-
hended later and all were prosecuted.

For His valor and determination, Lt.
Donald Scheibler received the Gold
Award, for his efforts which went well
above and beyond the responsibilities
and duties of a retired law enforce-
ment officer, John Fross receives the
bronze award.
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Ken has been
married to Dee for
31 years and is
the father of five
children and has
two grandchildren.
He has written “7
Secrets of Effec-
tive Fathers” and
“The Heart of a
Father” along with
other books. He is currently Execu-
tive Director of the Boone Center for
the Family at Pepperdine University.
He has founded or been a founding
member of several organizations
dedicated to strengthening families
and fathers, most notably the Na-
tional Center for Fathering where he
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served as President for 16 years. He
was the Director/Co-Founder of the
International Family Center, Where
he developed family life education
modules for churches and community
groups. He has testified to the Na-
tional Commission of Children,
served as a founding member of for-
mer Vice President Al Gore’s “Father
to Father” initiative and was honored
with the “Father of the Year” award by
the National Congress for Men and
Children.

This event is for Fathers and Sons,
men without sons, older men,
younger men, single men, and mar-
ried men. It's for men...ALL MEN.

Address Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage
Paid
Hays, KS 67601

Permit No. 78

There will be:
GREAT FOOD
GREAT MUSIC

GREAT ACTIVITIES
GREAT FRIENDSHIP

Mark your calendar...

save the weekend...

Plan to be part of our 1st Annual
Men’s Retreat!!!



