
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the North Oak newsletter.  We are excited to 
once again offer this tool to help you stay in touch with all 
that’s happening in our church. 
 
As a diverse community of people– newcomers, longstand-
ing members, young adults, seniors, parents, singles, seek-

ers-it is easy to have tunnel vision and see only a small part of what God is doing in 
our lives together.  Thus one of the purposes of this newsletter is to bring us closer to-
gether.  Reading about the good things happening in the various ministries, we will 
develop a common experience and language with which to communicate our apprecia-
tion for each other as well as articulate praise to God for his multifaceted work 
through us. 
 
Furthermore, our purpose is to stay connected in our understanding of our mission.  
North Oak exists to saturate our community and region with biblical Christianity-
Growing in Christ and Taking Him to Others.  By keeping ourselves informed, we are 
less likely to be mere participants in activities.  “North Oak” is not a brand name to 
wear but a designation of our covenant commitment together to make God known 
through life and word. 
 
Our intention is that the content of the newsletter be as celebrative as it is informative.  
We want to lift up people and ministries.  More than an announcement sheet, it will 
share the good things that have happened and highlight the ways God is working 
among us and in us.  It will be a vehicle to spread the good news! 
 
With that simple purpose in mind, any of you could be a contributor, regular or ran-
dom.  Each of you can be touched by and/or involved in a ministry, activity, event or 
relationship with a story worthy of telling.  So, tell your story.  Share your blessing.  
Give glory to God.  Make him famous among the readers of the newsletter. 
 
Thanks to Melissa Curry for taking the initiative in this project.  She has been a won-
derful addition to our office staff with her “let’s get it done” spirit.  Please give her 
your constructive feedback and be sure to submit your stories of good news!!  Help 
our whole church family connect better in relationship and in mission. 
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By Pastor John Wiker 

Welcome to Inaugural edition of Sheep Shape! 
 
You’ve heard the phrase “ship shape”...referring to making sure that a ship is prepared for battle/rescue or anything it 
might encounter.  Clutter is cleaned up...equipment and personnel prepared for any circumstance. 
 
In Sheep Shape we want to encourage each other to make sure all is ready when our Shepherd comes for us or we are 
called into His presence. 
 
Just as there are disciplines/habits necessary for good physical health and growth, there are basic exercises 
(disciplines) necessary to clean clutter from our spiritual lives...things we need to do...to be useful to our Shepherd. 
 
Four basic spiritual disciplines are: 
 
1) Study of and obedience to the Word of God 
 
2)   Prayer...listening to and talking with our Shepherd 
 
3)   Fellowship with other “sheep”...for encouragement, accountability, protection 
 
4)  Developing a heart/lifestyle of giving...like our Shepherd.  We need to give of all our resources...including money 
and time. 
 
As we develop these disciplines, God “grows us” to be more like His Son, Jesus.  As that happens individually in 
each of our lives, corporately, we begin to reflect His Character.  That is a powerful testimony of God at work in a 
group of people. 
 
I finish this installment of Sheep Shape with the statement of core truths that bind us together as a church family.  
May I encourage you to reflect on these statements and allow God to make them a part of who you are...your DNA.  
Then together, let’s watch God reach out to our co-workers, neighbors, friends and relatives with an authentic reflec-
tion of who Jesus is! 
 
We believe our chief purpose is to glorify God… 
We believe the Bible is accurate, true and reliable in all that it addresses… 
We believe the Bible to be our authoritative guide for faith and life… 
We believe eternal life is a gift of God’s grace, received by faith… 
We believe the Holy Spirit empowers believers to live holy and sanctified lives... 
We believe Jesus Christ has instructed His church to make disciples of all nations… 
We believe that all we are and all we have belongs to God… 
We believe Jesus Christ has instructed us to love one another as He loves us… 
We believe families are of vital importance to God… 
We believe our entire lives are to be lived as a testimony of God’s love and grace... 



��������� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � �

             The first question I am always asked is “So what is going on with the youth ministry?”  Well there is always 
the Wednesday evening events, game nights, conferences, concerts, and lessons with students but most importantly 
we are planting seeds, watering, and watching them grow.  As you know the middle school and high school years can 
be confusing, challenging, and a wild ride of emotions.  Part of our goal is to help students flatten out the bumpy road 
and see that a ride with Christ as the driver is a whole lot more fun than trying to do it their own way. 
 
             We have done a variety of events over the past few months to help aid in this process.  In January we had a 
prayer summit to get us thinking about where we are with Christ and where we need to be heading.  This year we had 
a group of young men that spent significant time in prayer on a Friday and Saturday.  In February we took a group of 
middle school students to the Believe Conference in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  The students and leaders were challenged to 
“Encourage Others, Defend Others, and then Share the love of Christ with Others”.  For the 13 students and 5 adults 
who attended we had a great time at the conference and in the vehicles getting to know one another better.  We also 
had another successful fund raiser for our mission trip to Chicago in March.  We raised $1500 selling carnations and 
candygrams for the church family to encourage each other with.  As I am writing this we are praying for the Beautiful 
Unique Girl event that will be held at our church on February 23-24.  It should be a time of wonderful encouragement 
to our girls as well as the girls from the community.  I am also looking forward to taking three of our high school 
young men to the Christ in Youth Discipleship Conference in Wichita on February 27-28.  We will be challenged 
with what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  Many of our students and leaders are also looking forward to the 
Winter Jam Concert in Wichita on February 28.  The other big item coming up for our youth ministry is our mission 
trip to Chicago March 15-21.  We will be serving and working through a church in the neighborhood of La Villita 
which is predominately made up of those of Mexican descent.  They have many programs and outreaches to their lo-
cal community that we will be involved in helping.  Please be praying for all these events. 
 
             I thank you so much for being a praying church especially when it comes to our youth and youth ministry.  I 
ask for your continued prayers as we cultivate, plant, and water the gospel of Jesus Christ into the hearts and minds of 
students.  Please pray that a wonderful harvest of young souls for the Kingdom of God would be the results of all the 
prayer, teaching, and training that parents and our youth leaders are doing for these young people. 
 
Pastor Jeff Neher 
NOCC Youth Ministry Director 
 

This is love for God: to obey his commands.  And his 
commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of 
God overcomes the world.  This is the victory that has 
overcome the world, even our faith. 
 

1 John 5:3-4 



 
Wheels for the World 

“Restoring Lives, One Wheelchair at a Time” 
By Debbie Breeden 
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             Wheels for the World’s (Joni and Friends) Program supplies restored, previously-owned wheelchairs to per-
sons with disabilities around the world. 
 
             Chairs in this area are collected by David and Debbie Breeden and volunteers; and then transported to either 
Ellsworth or Norton Correctional facility by Fred Landis, Ken Massey or Eric Austin.  Once restored, they are distrib-
uted in countries by volunteer disability specialists and support team members who fit the chairs to individual needs.  
Each wheelchair recipient is offered the gift of a Bible in his or her own language and is presented with the gospel at 
every opportunity. 
 
             Debbie has the unique opportunity to join a Wheels team going to the Dominican Republic over spring 
break!!!  We will be distributing (custom fitting) 200 wheelchairs and Bibles in just 5 short (long) days!!! 
 
             “I don’t just want to be going out on my own—but rather know that I am there as part of a sending team from 
North Oak Community Church!  I am already excited about the pictures and stories that I will be able to share with 
you when I return!” 
 
             You can help in several ways.  I would like to take 30-50 wheelchair bags (I have the pattern); need to pur-
chase webbing for seat belts and chest harnesses; need an active prayer support team; and would welcome monetary 
support as well!  I leave on March 13, 2009—which is right around the corner! (Yes, I will see Mattias!!—is that a 
perk or what??). 
 

David and Debbie Breeden 
2217 Virginia 

Hays, KS 67601 
(785) 628-3015 

David: davidbreeden@mac.com 
Debbie: dbreeden@usd489.com 

The 4’s-5’s Sunday School class has been learning about miracles Jesus did, using hands-on 
activities and songs.  At times it gets a little noisy in our class as we sing and get involved in the 
lesson!  We have made snacks that go along with the lesson most weeks.  Our theme phrase has 
been “Jesus Can Do Anything!” 
 
Parents: ask your child to tell you our Bible verse, with motions.  Matthew 19:26: “With God 
(point up) everything (spread both hands in front of you) is possible (2 thumbs up).”  We have fun 
as we are learning what a great God we serve! 
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As everyone has probably noticed, the nursery is getting a facelift.  Roger Lohmeyer and 
Bill May have been working on tearing out a wall; they have added a new entrance and the 
project will be expanding the play area and provide a more “out of the hall” entrance for 
parents to drop off their kids.  Also, parents will be needed over spring break to help with 
the painting.  There will be more information available soon.  If you are interested in 
helping with this project please contact me (785) 639-2547 or email jsterling29@yahoo.
com.  
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             One of the joys of serving our Lord, Jesus Christ is being able to travel and encourage our Christian friends 
who serve Him in other countries.  So, while the cold winds were blowing in Hays, Kansas I headed for the sandy 
beaches of the Dominican Republic! 
 
             Many of you at North Oak remember Ruth Castillo.  Ruth lived in Hays for one year and served at NOCC in 
various ministries.  Her main goal while in Hays was to improve her English skills, reach out to the Latinos in our 
community and minister at NOCC.  Ruth did all of that and more! 
 
             Ruth returned to her home country of the Dominican Republic and to her home church which is near Puerto 
Plata, on the north side of the D.R.  This past year, Ruth has poured her heart and her life into the local church and its 
many ministries.  She teaches young children, teens and even a Bible study with some of the older ladies of the church.  
Ruth also volunteers with Compassion International by helping in the office about 3 or 4 days a week.  She is one busy 
lady!!! 
 
             I got the opportunity to spend a long weekend with Ruth, meeting her friends, experiencing her culture and 
catching up with news of friends back in Hays.  I was greeted with warm hugs and soft kisses on the cheek (the D.R. 
way of saying hello).  I heard 2 church services, one Bible study, one prayer meeting and 2 children’s programs all in 
Spanish.  Ruth was involved in all of them, from singing a special song to teaching the 4th and 5th graders about King 
Saul and David!! 
 
             I also got the joy of staying with Ruth in her little apartment.  It was very clean and simple.  A tile floor, no hot 
water, one bedroom and warm breezes blow through.  Her apartment is full of pictures of her friends from Hays and 
North Oak.  Ruth is blessed that her church pays her rent of $150.00 a month.  But that only takes care of Ruth’s 
housing.  Ruth receives about $200.00 a month from some wonderful supporters she has here in the States.  She’s just 
getting by. 
 
             Ruth has some medical needs concerning her sugar levels and is trying to avoid being on insulin.  She is 
working on the health issue.  Ruth also takes medicine for her heart.  The two medicines combined cost her about 
$50.00 per month.  Ruth does not own a car so she walks or she pays for a car taxi or a motorcycle taxi.  I experienced 
both of them while in the D.R. and they are definitely an EXPERIENCE!!! 
 
             Ruth does have some one time needs.  She would love to buy a microwave, a 
blender and a toaster oven.  That total would be about $350.00 which would be an 
investment in her gift of hospitality.  After seeing Ruth, experiencing her work and 
her culture, I can assure you that Ruth is worth investing in!  She is helping to change 
the hearts and lives of children and adults for Jesus Christ. 
 
             If you would like to help out with $10 or $25 or more PLEASE talk to Nina 
McNeal or myself, Mary Ann Massey.  Any gift would be a huge blessing to Ruth.  
North Oak has a special place in Ruth’s heart and in her prayers.  She continues to 
pray for our church, our pastors and our ministries as she serves her Lord, Jesus Christ 
in the Dominican Republic. 
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             The Mexico trip this year will be from May 29 to June 6, and the signup 
deadline is March 15.  We will be going to Emmanuel Ministries Children’s 
Home (More Information at http://www.emmanuelgo.org/ministries/7/
childrens_home/9/ and http://www.emmanuelproject.us/index.htm with video 
documentary at http://www.gaardhouse.com/hopechildren) There we plan to 
build relationships with the kids and teach from scripture, complete several nec-
essary work projects, and learn to better be the family of God to those around us. 
             Presently, the focus of those leading the trip is on spreading the word 
about the trip, praying for those deciding on whether to go, and preparing infor-
mation to answer any questions.  We will be presenting to WaKeeney Church of 
God’s youth Group Wednesday, February 25 at 7:00 pm, North Oak Church 
March 1 during each service, and WaKeeney Church of God March 8 during both 
services.  Once we know who is definitely going on the trip, we will have a gen-
eral meeting and divide people up into teams to begin preparations. 
             If you have any questions, concerns, or just want to talk about the trip, 
PLEASE call Brandon Nimz at (785) 259-2539 or feel free to send an email to 
bwn_2004@hotmail.com.  Information can be found on the facebook group at 
<http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=51599228835&ref=ts> and the pro-
motional video can be viewed at <http://www.facebook.com/ext/share.php?
sid=130831340693&h=2rXnQ&u=uhkCD>. 
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             Ruth has been blessed with many friends and I 
wanted to share them with you.  On the left are two of the 
12 ladies that Ruth has a weekly Bible study with.  On the 
right is a wonderful young man named Benjamin.  He 
knows English pretty well.  Ruth has known Benjamin 
since he was 8 years old.  He grew up in her church, 
graduated from High School and is studying at one of the 
local Universities.  Benjamin and Ruth work together in 
the Saturday afternoon Bible Club.  Benjamin’s desire is 

to graduate from college and come to the USA and study at Moody Bible College.  He 
would love to be a pastor some day in his country. 

 
             This is the front  of Ruth’s church.  It holds close to 200 people.  There are 
3 pastors who minister in Ruth’s church.  One is the pastor of a church plant a few 
blocks away.  The church has many active ministries that reach out to the commu-
nity.  One of them is Compassion International that Ruth helps with. 
 
             The lovely young ladies on the right are 
part of a Saturday Bible Club.  Ruth teaches 4th 
and 5th grade boys and girls every week.  Ruth 

loves to teach them about Jesus and that knowing Him can make a big difference in 
their lives. 

 
             Every week Ruth has a  Bible Study with the teen 
girls on the left.  They come to her apartment for fun, 
food, and the Word of God.  Four of the girls are not 
Christians but they are coming to find out who Jesus is 
and Ruth does a wonderful job in teaching and loving 
them. 

JUAREZ, MEXICO  
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Before VBS, I would like to help by (Circle One or More)  

Praying for team members & children Decorating 

Providing Craft Materials Planning Publicity 

Preparing Craft Materials Distributing Publicity 

Planning decorations Painting banners, backdrops, sets, etc 

Gathering props for decorations and/or skits Pre-registering children 

  

During VBS, I would like to help in one or more of the following areas (please circle)  

Bible Story Center            Leader               Helper Secretary/Registrar 

Bible Games Center         Leader               Helper Skit Director 

Theme Center                   Leader              Helper Actor 

Craft Center                      Leader              Helper   Photographer/Videographer 

Recreation Game Center  Leader              Helper Assembly Leader 

Snack Center                    Leader              Helper Follow-up 

Music Center                    Leader              Helper Helper 

Missions                           Leader              Helper 

 

Age-Level Preference 

Nursery & Toddler              4th Grade 

Prekindergarten                   5th Grade 

Kindergarten                       6th Grade 

1st Grade 

2nd Grade 

3rd Grade 

 
Name:_________________________________________ 
  
Email Address:__________________________________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_________________________________________ 
 
Cell:__________________________________________ 

If you have any questions about Vacation Bible School or your in-
volvement in it, please call  

 
Patty McCullick at 623-0107 or Will Fadenrecht at 621-4993 

Please return volunteer forms to mailboxes #157 or #48 
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I have been in some type of Women’s Bible Study for years and find it keeps me in God’s Word and learning 
new things about Him.  I consider it a very important part of my spiritual walk with God.  When I first stared at-
tending NOCC several years ago, there was no evening Bible Study.  So Jean Benedict and I started one up that 
year.  I have been co-Leading with Joleen Cunningham also.  The study we are currently doing is “Discerning 
the Voice of God” by Priscilla Shirer on Wednesday Evenings 7:30-9:00 pm (Rm 119).  This particular study is 
important to me because many of us have questions about how to know when it is truly God talking to you or 
someone, something else.  So far, I’m learning a lot from this study.  We are very happy to have a large group of 
24 women signed up for this study!   

Melinda Ewert’s Sunday School class is building toolboxes, but these are not just 
any old toolbox, but toolboxes that will hold the “Tools of Forgiveness.  So, if your 
child is in Melinda’s class, please ask them about their toolboxes of forgiveness. 

Unite (North Oak’s College Ministry) continue to meet Sunday evenings at 5:00 p.m. in the Center.  All of our 
students have completed the Uniquely You spiritual gifts/personality profile tests in preparation for investing in a 
ministry/and/or to better understand their strengths and weaknesses in their current ministry position.  They have 
also begun meeting one on one with their mentors.  Our Sunday evening small group study is transitioning from 
mentoring and praying into tithing as we begin to look at ways we can contribute back with our spiritual gifts. 
 
There is a meal for the college ministry group, hosted by various members of the church, to follow the Sunday 
evening Bible Study.  This month’s family that will be providing the meal is: Terry and Joan Crull.  For more in-
formation please contact Brandon Nimz or contact the Church Office (785) 628-8887.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

STANDING WEEKLY EVENTS  
 
SUNDAY                                                              
WORSHIP SERVICE .......................................................................................................................8:30 AM-9:30 AM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL .......................................................................................................................9:50 AM-10:50 AM 
WORSHIP SERVICE ................................................................................................................... 11:00 AM-12:00 PM 
UNITE COLLEGE MINISTRY (NOCC CENTER) ........................................................................................ 5:00 PM 
PRECEPTS BIBLE STUDY “BECOMING A FRIEND OF THE FAITHFUL GOD” (ROOM 119) ............ 6:00 PM 
COLLEGE STUDENTS’ SUPPER (NOCC) .................................................................................................... 6:30 PM 
“THE LORD’S TABLE” BIBLE STUDY (ROOM 123) ................................................................................. 6:30 PM 
 
MONDAY                                                                                                                                                                         
YM-OPEN DISCUSSION & BIBLE STUDY (YOUTH OFFICE) .................................................. 3:30 PM-5:00 PM 
 
TUESDAY                                                                                                                                                                        
MEN’S FRATERNITY (YOUTH CENTER) ...................................................................................6:00 AM-7:30 AM 
MEN’S COFFEE (AUGUSTINE’S BAKERY) ...........................................................................10:30 AM-11:30 AM 
 
WEDNESDAY 
6TH GRADE CIA (YOUTH CENTER) ............................................................................................ 3:00 PM-5:00 PM 
HFL .................................................................................................................................................... 3:00 PM-5:00 PM 
COMBINED CIA “HANG-OUT” (GAME ROOM) ......................................................................... 5:00 PM-5:30 PM 
6TH-8TH GRADE CIA SUPPER ...................................................................................................... 5:15 PM-6:00 PM 
7TH-8TH GRADE CIA MEETS (YOUTH CENTER) ..................................................................... 6:00 PM-7:30 PM 
MEN’S FRATERNITY (ROOM 119) ............................................................................................... 6:00 PM-7:30 PM 
E2:10 HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BIBLE STUDY (ROOM 123) ......................................................... 6:30 PM-7:30 PM 
COUNT US IN PRAYER (ROOM 112) ........................................................................................... 7:00 PM-8:00 PM 
HIGH SCHOOL “LIFEGUARD” (YOUTH CENTER) .................................................................... 7:30 PM-9:00 PM 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY “DISCERNING THE VOICE OF GOD” (ROOM 121) ..................... 7:30 PM-9:00 PM 
 
THURSDAY 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY (ROOM 119)-STEPPING UP A JOURNEY THROUGH PSALMS .... 9:00 -11:00 AM 
OVERCOMERS OUTREACH (NOCC CENTER) ............................................................................ 7:30 PM-9:30PM 
 
 
 

Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them 
Matthew 18:20 (King James Version) 

 



���������� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � �

�

��������	 


��!�4����$�������������������� �	��3�
��	7�$$���$����������������� �	��)�
8����"�9�	������������������� �	��.�
 �	��:���������������������� �	��-�
�����	�;�<����������������� �	��-�
����#�%�!=9�$$������������� �	��/�
5���	�"��	!�#�	���������� �	��*�
������������������������������ �	��*�

��<���&��!����������������  �	��33�
���$�
	���	������������������  �	��33�
;	�����$9�	�����������������  �	��3,�
��������������������  �	��3-�
�������$$!������������������  �	��3-�
;	��������!���	�������  �	��3(�
���		�$$������������������  �	��3(�
�������	��	���������������  �	��3(�
;��$�#�%�!=9�$$���������  �	��3/�
:�		#�%	�$$�����������������  �	��3*�
 �	#� �	������������������  �	��3*�
����#���$��	��������������  �	��3*�
��$���8�99������������������  �	��,2�
�����>�	����������������������  �	��,2�
��!�"��������������������  �	��,3�
5����$�����9��������������  �	��,3�
;	������%�		#�����������  �	��,,�
5�9�	��"����������������  �	��,,�
?�	#�:�!�����������������  �	��,)�
�!#�;	�����	����������  �	��,.�
4	���"���������������������  �	��,.�

;�	����:��	�#�������������  �	��,.�
;�9�;�	���	���������������  �	��,-�
��$��;�#$��� ��$�#����  �	��,(�
��7���8�$���
��	����������  �	��,(�
"��$���8���������������������  �	��,0�
���$�#�"������������������  �	��,0�
��$�:�$$!��������������������  �	��,0�
������8����$����������������  �	��)2�
5#����=�$�9�	#����������  �	��)2�
��$�9�����	����������������  �	��)3�
�

�����
�	���
	 


����'�:	����8�$$�������  �	��3)��
5����'������;$����	����  �	��3.�
;	#���'��	���������� �	��3/�
����'�"�����@����������  �	��,3�
��7��'���#����	��	��  �	��,3�
��	��'�
��$�� �	�����  �	��,-�

�

�

City League Christian Men’s Softball Team is looking to put together a competitive team for fun, fellowship and tes-
timony from area Churches.  The Team name will be “United”.  Pastors are even  invited if they can watch their atti-
tude…:0)...There will be an Organizational Meeting in March.  If you are interested and would like further informa-
tion please call (785) 625-2813 or email: hhranch@eaglecom.net.  We would like to have a roster of 18.  You come 
you’ll play.  We will play to have fun but we will play to win. 

TABOR COLLEGE CHOIR WILL BE HERE MARCH 20, 2009 7:00 PM 
TO PERFORM AT NORTHOAK COMMUNITY CHURCH 

COME OUT AND ENJOY SOME FANTASTIC MUSIC FROM THIS 
TALENTED GROUP. 
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3000 Oak 
Hays, KS 67601 
Phone: (785) 628-8887 
Email: nocc@northoak.net 
Website: www.northoak.net 
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