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By Pastor Ken Ediger 

It’s back to school and 
the competition has 
begun.  I’m not talking 
about the competition on 
the athletic field.  I’m 
thinking about the 
dozens of activities that 
compete for our time 
and energy.  Too often 
we put God into the fray 
and I’m sorry to say, too 
often He loses.  In the 
frenzy of school, 
community and extra-
curricular activities, 
significant personal time, 
family time and spiritual 
time lose out. 

USD 489 offers parents 
a little help in this 
matter.  Our school 
district has had this long 

standing policy 
regarding scheduling of 
school activities:  
Wednesday after 6:00 
pm are to be “activity 
free” and Sundays are to 
be “activity restricted”.  
The following is taken 
from the Hays High 
School Student 
Handbook.  

Scheduling   
Activity Free Times  
Wednesday night after 
6:00 p.m. is 
designated as an 
activity free time and, 
unless a major 
emergency arises, no 
activities (including 
practices) will be 
scheduled.  Sunday is 
designated as an 
activity restricted 
period.  Practice 
sessions are not to be 
scheduled without the 
prior approval of the 
principal.  

  

I applaud this policy.  It 
recognizes that a 
student’s life consists of 
more than just school 

and participating in 
extra-curricular 
activities.  For Christians 
this policy 
acknowledges  the 
importance of creating 
some space in the 
schedule for activities 
that contribute to a 
growing relationship with 
God and healthy 
connections to others 
whose heart is to follow 
Christ. 

I encourage all of us, 
especially parents, to 
speak up for this policy.  
Kindly but firmly tell 
teachers, coaches, and 
principals who schedule 
anything during an 
“activity free” or “activity-
restricted” period that 
they are not playing fair 
in the competition for 
time.  Blow the whistle.  
Stop the game.  
Describe the violation. 
Then live up to your part 
of the bargain.  Fill that 
time with a wholesome 
family or church activity. 
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Men’s Fraternity-The Quest Together as Authentic Men 
Begins again Tues/Wed, Sept. 22-23 

6:00-7:30 Tuesday Morning; 6:00-7:30 Wednesday evening 
Come join the 60 men who are discovering what an Authentic Man looks like.  

We’re going back to the “manufacturer’s instructions” and finding answers!  Men, 
your sons, middle school & older are invited to join us as well. 



We’ve been discussing Habits 
necessary for spiritual growth and 
maturity.  They are not hard, but 
will require submission of our will to 
God’s. 

The first habit to develop as a 
growing believer is a consistent 
study of God’s Word—the Bible.  
Without knowledge of God’s Word 
we will be a “ship without a 
rudder”…not knowing what God 
says about life.   

The second habit to develop is 
prayer.  Without it, we will be like a 
“ship without a motor”…merely 
floating along with every “new” idea 
and philosophy, instead of 
confronting it and giving those 
caught in the world’s point of view 
a “picture” of what Jesus 
authentically looks like.   

Prayer, from our point of view, is 
too often thought of as “Getting 
God to do what I want or need”.  
We behave like a spoiled child, 
demanding of its parents what it 
wants…and it wants it now! 

Prayer…from God’s perspective is 
“asking God, our Father, to give us 
what He knows to be best for us—
and trusting Him to do just that!” 

The difference is profound and life-
transforming.  It’s a matter of trust.  
God has told us of His love and 
care for us in His Word…lived out 
that reality in the life, death and 
resurrection of His Son Jesus…and 
He simply wants us to believe 
Him….by faith, which pleases Him. 

His ways are ALWAYS 
BEST…even when we don’t think 
so.  From God’s point of view, He 

wants us to believe and trust 
Him…even when circumstances 
seem to point in the opposite 
direction. 

The key to prayer is God’s 
character.  God’s character is the 
basis for answered prayer and 
making requests.  God answers the 
prayers that acknowledge who He 
is. 

As you pray… 
Acknowledge  that God is your 
Father…and that He loves and 
cares about you-always. 
 
Commit your will to God’s purpose 
for your life experience. 
·  (Don’t let yourself get 

sidetracked with false ideas of 
His love and goodness to 
you—based on what you are 
experiencing now). 

·  LIFE is about God and His 
glory and His plan for your life. 

 
Confidently approach your Father 
daily…asking Him to daily provide 
your needs.  (We need to come 
daily or we begin to think we can 
“do life” by ourselves). 
 
Confess your sins to your Father.  
He knows when we “miss the 
mark” and is waiting for us to agree 
with Him about it.  The sooner we 
do…the better off we are. 
 
Forgive people who “miss the 
mark” with you.  
·  We need to forgive others in 

the same way we want the 
Lord to forgive us. 

Ask your Father to protect you from 

the direct assaults of Satan and the 
subtle influences that quench your 
love for Him. 
 
As we remember that God is our 
Father…and that He loves us…and 
that He has His best in mind for 
us…our prayer life can be 
energized. 
·  We don’t come to Him 

demanding our way…as an 
immature child would do. 

·  We come to him 
acknowledging that He knows 
best and we choose to submit 
our wills to Him and His 
plan…even when we don’t 
know what exactly it is. 

May I encourage you to spend 
some time listening to your Father 
as He speaks to you in His Word 
about your relationship, and then 
talk with Him about the things He 
tells you about Himself, and what 
He desires for you. It will 
revolutionize your prayer life. 
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By: Pastor John Wiker 

Evie and John Wiker 



  

People have been asking me, so 
what has God taught you this 
summer?  Well if I was to write it all 
out it would be so long no one 
would read it so I will try to keep it 
down to a bare minimum. 

First, I have learned that I am the 
most blessed man in the world.  I 
have a wonderful and gracious 
church family that has allowed me 
the time to spend with my family 
and to take some time to step back 
and look at where our ministry is 
headed.  If I could give one gift to 
every father it would be the 
opportunity to spend three months 
with his wife and kids. 

Second, as I have spent time 
reading through the Old Testament 
I have been renewe
Not that I was in any doubt but to 
read again God’s faithfulness to 
His people, His love for His people, 
and His grace and mercy to His 
people.  I again am amazed at the 
mighty God we serve!

Third, as I reflect on our ministry I 
have realiz
intentions 
so many churches have bought 
into and that is taking on the role 
that God assigned to parents.  The 
societal norm is that the youth 
ministry and the youth pastor will 
teach my kids what they need to 

to get it all set up and pulled back 
down and could really use your 
help.  Sign up sheets will be out in 
the Gathering Spa
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Let’s Be a Light in the Night for the Community of Hays

The 3rd annual Trunk or Treat is 
scheduled to be held on Saturday, 
October 31, 2009 , on the NOCC 
parking lot.  We would like for this 
to be another successful outreach 
to the community and we will need 
your help to make this happen.  
Plan on being a part of this 
outreach event by decorating your 
car, donating candy, running 
games, or helping prepare and 
serve food in the kitchen.  Of 
course we’ll need plenty of hands 
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Meets on Saturday mornings for 6 weeks from 7:00 am to 8:30 am.
Breakfast served!!!  For all Dads!!! Please preview materials and 
sign up in the Gathering Space.

Pastor Jeff Neher 

Second, as I have spent time 
reading through the Old Testament 
I have been renewed in my faith.  
Not that I was in any doubt but to 
read again God’s faithfulness to 
His people, His love for His people, 
and His grace and mercy to His 
people.  I again am amazed at the 
mighty God we serve! 

Third, as I reflect on our ministry I 
have realized with the best of 
intentions I have bought into what 
so many churches have bought 
into and that is taking on the role 
that God assigned to parents.  The 
societal norm is that the youth 
ministry and the youth pastor will 
teach my kids what they need to 

know when it comes to their 
spiritual lives.  The faith and 
spiritual development of a child is 
the main responsibility of the 
parents, not the church.  I agree 
with George Barna when he states, 
“The local church should be an 
intimate and valuable partner in
effort to raise the coming 
generation of Christ followers and 
church leaders, but it is the parents 
whom God will hold primarily 
accountable for the spiritual 
maturation of their children.”  My 
goal is that we as the church can 
come along side parents
that valuable partner in raising the 
coming generation of Christ 
followers. 

to get it all set up and pulled back 
down and could really use your 
help.  Sign up sheets will be out in 
the Gathering Space the first part  
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Let’s Be a Light in the Night for the Community of Hays 
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October 17, 2009 to November 21, 2009
Meets on Saturday mornings for 6 weeks from 7:00 am to 8:30 am.
Breakfast served!!!  For all Dads!!! Please preview materials and 
sign up in the Gathering Space. 

of September and you can join 
in on the fun of making Trunk 
or Treat happen at NOCC.  If 
you have any questions, please 
contact the Trunk or Treat co
chairs, Donna McKenzie at 
785-625-6446 or Elizabeth 
Williams at 785
more information on how you 
can be involved.

Saturday, October 31, 2009 

ow when it comes to their 
spiritual lives.  The faith and 
spiritual development of a child is 
the main responsibility of the 
parents, not the church.  I agree 
with George Barna when he states, 
“The local church should be an 
intimate and valuable partner in the 
effort to raise the coming 
generation of Christ followers and 
church leaders, but it is the parents 
whom God will hold primarily 
accountable for the spiritual 
maturation of their children.”  My 

is that we as the church can 
come along side parents and be  
that valuable partner in raising the 
coming generation of Christ 
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October 17, 2009 to November 21, 2009 
Meets on Saturday mornings for 6 weeks from 7:00 am to 8:30 am.  
Breakfast served!!!  For all Dads!!! Please preview materials and 

of September and you can join 
in on the fun of making Trunk 
or Treat happen at NOCC.  If 
you have any questions, please 
contact the Trunk or Treat co-
chairs, Donna McKenzie at 

6446 or Elizabeth 
Williams at 785-625-0679 for 

nformation on how you 
can be involved. 
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 North Oak Round TUIT Campaign 

When asked to become a member of North Oak Community Church your response is, “I just haven’t gotten 
around to it yet.”  The Staff and Assimilation Team have set apart the next year to help you get around to it!  
Currently North Oak has 500 people that call North Oak their church home and we have 109 members.  We 
are giving you the opportunity to close that gap. 

Why Join? 

·  We believe that the concept of membership is Biblic al. 
Throughout the New Testament, new believers in Jesus Christ would identify themselves with a local 
group of believers.  According to Act 2:44-47, they would study, pray, worship, serve, evangelize together 
and care for each other.  They were challenged to become devoted participants. 

·  Formal membership is important because it expands t he body of believers for works of service.  
Ephesians 4:11-12 informs us that Christ gifted certain leaders in the church for the “equipping of the 
saints for the work of the ministry.” 1 Corinthians 12 states that we are one body with many parts (spiritual 
gifts), each part as significant as the other.  Church membership opens the door for you to begin serving 
others in and through the local Church with your spiritual gifts.  It is the plan initiated by Christ himself. 

·  Experience shows that membership benefits both the individual and families. 
In culture where commitment is no longer highly valued, recognizable membership is an important step 
that moves each of us out of the vague clouds of our good intentions and into clear light of participation.  
It presents a challenge to “step out of the stands” and publicly affirm a commitment to Christ and to a 
specific local body.  Church membership can be a significant “defining moment” in one’s lifelong 
discipleship journey. 

 

How Do I Become a Member? 

�  For new attenders—we offer Square One and a Discovering NOCC class twice a year that informs you 
about our purpose, beliefs, values, strategy and structure. 

�  If you have already attended Square One and Discovering NOCC class, you can join at anytime!! 
�  Before joining, you will be asked to give a written statement of your personal testimony and to meet with 

the members of the Assimilation Team to verbally share “your story”.  It is greatly encouraging to hear 
how God has worked in each one’s life!  (Anyone who is working with children and/or youth has already 
written their testimony!!!) 

 

When Can I Join? 

�  Anytime God moves you!  You just have to contact Pastor Ken or Pastor John 
�  We will receive members: 

1. Sunday, September 13, 2009 (Testimonies heard on 9/8 and 9/10) 
2. Square One-Sunday, October 4, 2009  

·  Discover NOCC classes 10/11, 10/18, 10/25 
·  Testimony writing class 11/1 
·  Members received November 8, 2009  (Testimonies heard on 10/29, 11/3, 11/4) 

3. Sunday, February 7, 2010 (Testimonies hear on 2/2 and 2/4) 
4. Square One—Sunday, April 11, 2010  

·  Discover NOCC Classes 4/18, 4/25, 5/2 
·  Testimony writing class 5/9 
·  Members received May 23, 2010 (Testimonies heard on 5/18 and 5/20) 

 

So, there you go…Four opportunities to become a member of North Oak Community Church!  Let us help you 
get around to it!!! 
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“Growing Together as Authentic Men”…is the theme for the “first annual” men’s retreat of North Oak 
Community Church.  The men will gather at Webster Conference Center in Salina on September 18-20, 2009. 
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Dr. Ken Canfield, author, current Executive Director of the Boone Center for the 
Family at Pepperdine University and former President of the National Center for 
Fathering, will be our speaker. 

We live in a day when perhaps more than ever before, there is a great need for men to accurately live out 
what God has designed and called men to be.  The Apostle Paul , as he brought the book of 1st Corinthians 
to a conclusion said, “Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.  Let all that you do be 
done in love.” 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 (NASB) 

 

As men, we are to be on our guard and alert to the attacks of the enemies of Christ (false teachers and 
philosophies) that undermine the Christian faith.  Authentic men stand firm in their faith, learning and 
growing together what that means and what it looks like to accurately reflect Jesus to our generation.  
Authentic men are courageous and strong in the face of an advancing adversary.  Authentic men are 
mature, battle tested, and not easily swayed by false doctrines and philosophies.  Authentic men exhibit 
love…by looking for then choosing to meet the need of the loved one(s), our Lord, our families, our churches 
and our community.   

No man is strong enough, or wise enough to “go it alone”… contrary to 
popular opinion.  As a result, we need each other.  Proverbs 27:17 says, “As 
iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.”  Thus, we want to grow 
together as Authentic men. 

The retreat is an outgrowth of “Men’s Fraternity”, North Oak Men’s Ministry.  It is truly exciting to see God 
working through a growing number of men…all desiring to be authentic representations of Jesus…in their 
family, church, and community. 

 

If you would like to join us for the retreat, you will be more than welcome.  Please contact Pastor John 
Wiker jwiker@northoak.net, or call the church office (785) 628-8887 and talk with him about your interest 
and desire.  More information is available on our website at www.northoak.net.  



 

Dear Members and Friends of 
North Oak Community Church: 

In 2005, after saving for many 
years and working through a fund 
raising campaign, the congregation 
of North Oak Community Church 
decided to begin the building 
process that culminated in the new 
worship center and education 
rooms available to the church 
today.  In August 2006 the church 
took possession of the new 
addition and assumed a mortgage 
from the Mennonite Brethren Loan 
Foundation in the amount of 
$794,300.00.  The loan is a 25 year 
loan with a balloon payment in 15 
years.  If only the monthly 
mortgage payment is paid each 
month, the balloon payment will be 
$400,000.00+ at the fifteenth year. 

To date through the generosity of 
pledges and also giving of 
designated gifts to the building fund 
over and above the monthly loan 
payment North Oak Community 
Church is on track to pay off the 
loan in 15 years or less.  At the end 
of FY09 designated gifts to the 

building fund in the amount of 
$20,395.00 have been generously 
given and as well as a portion of 
each monthly mortgage payment 
added together lower the principal 
balance, saving interest, bringing 
NOCC closer to retiring the loan on 
the new addition and the necessity 
of making the balloon payment at 
the year fifteen.  These additional 
gifts to the building fund each 
month will make a big difference.  
The Finance Team encourages 
everyone as God leads and they 
financially can to help with this 
goal. 

The Finance Team wishes to thank 
everyone who has pledged funds 
as well as those who continue to 
give designated gifts, no matter the 
size, to the building fund each 
going toward paying off the loan.  If 
anyone has a question please 
contact any of the members of the 
Finance Team.  They include: 
Marty Kraemer, Mike Burkholder, 
Wayne Thies, Steve Hess and Art 
Spalsbury. 

 

NOCC LOAN AS OF  

JUNE 30, 2009 

Loan as of 8/06= $794,300.00 

Rate= 6.95% (Present Rate 6.7%) 

Term 25 years, balloon payment at 
15 years 
 
Monthly payment=$5,589.00 
 
Balloon payment in 15 yrs= 
$482,399.90 
 
Balance paying only the mortgage 
payment as of 6/09=$757,278.41 
 
Reduction in Principle=$45,781.67 
 
Total Amount Paid in FY09= 
$85,993.00 
 
Balance as of 6-30-09=$626,344.75 
 
Interest Paid FY09=$40,211.33 
 
Balance as of 7-01-08=$672,126.42 

� �

North Oak Community Church 

Financial Team 

Mortgage Report 
By Art Spalsbury 
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Show Proper 
respect to 
everyone: 
Love the 

brotherhood 
of believers, 

fear God, 
honor the 

King. 

1 Peter 2:17 



�

.I witnessed the mighty hand of 
God this past weekend like never 
before.  I chose to go on a rafting 
trip down the Royal Gorge with 
Evan and Sue Noll and Dwight 
Vanderlip on Sat. Aug. 1.  Before 
leaving our hotel room, we read 
part of Psalm 91 and claimed these 
promises: V. 11, 12. I read the 
whole chapter and V. 15 says “He 
will call upon Me and I will answer 
him, I will be with him in trouble, I 
will rescue him and honor him. 

We rafted the 1st part of the trip in 
the morning about 3 hours and it 
was fairly easy going.  Rapids are 
rated from 1-5.  They were from 1-
3.  We stopped for a big lunch they 
provided and continued on for the 
last half, going underneath the 
Royal Gorge Bridge.  We had a 
very nice pastor and his wife from 
Flint, MI from a Methodist Church.  
He and Evan were in the front.  
Dwight and I were right behind 
them and Sue and the pastor’s wife 
in back with the guide way back.  
We were instructed to paddle at 
different times.  The river was 
narrowing as we approached the 
canyon with the huge walls on both 
sides of us.  He then warned us of 
our 1st class 5 rapid coming up.  As 
we approached it, he shouted to us 
to back paddle and I guess we 
were all freaking out at what we 
were seeing and no one obeyed 
his orders which caused us to hit a 
big rock way too hard.  I don’t 
remember hitting any rock.  All I 
knew, I was thrown into the raging, 

churning water, temperature of 50
55 degrees.
water with no bottom and being 
held there longer than I wanted to 
be, wondering if I was go
make it out of this alive.  It must 
have been a strong undercurrent.  I 
finally came to the surface and 
found myself being thrown down 
stream really fast, totally out of 
control of the situation.  Sue Noll 
also was thrown in the water, and 
she 
I never heard or saw her.  She had 
actually been caught underneath 
our boat till it passed over her.  
There were a few boats that had 
been close together ahead of us 
and were by the shore.  I found 
myself racing by when one 
threw out a life line to me and I 
barely caught it

They reeled me in and just then our 
boat reached me.  Pastor Karl, the 
bigger man, Praise the Lord, did 
just as we had been instructed on 
the bus ride here, to grab my life 
jacket fr
the boat with me after him.  What a 
relief to be saved from that 
turbulent
river.  I knew Jesus had His angels 
there all along.  I was a trembling 
heap in the center of the boat for a 
long time.  Pasto
me down so that I would not 
hyperventilate.  I noticed Sue was 
not in our boat.  We didn’t know if 
she was still in the water or another 

“He will call upon Me and I will 

answer him, I will be with him in 

trouble, I will rescue him and honor 

�

churning water, temperature of 50-
55 degrees.  I found myself under 
water with no bottom and being 
held there longer than I wanted to 
be, wondering if I was going to ever 
make it out of this alive.  It must 
have been a strong undercurrent.  I 
finally came to the surface and 
found myself being thrown down 
stream really fast, totally out of 
control of the situation.  Sue Noll 
also was thrown in the water, and 
she had been calling out to me, but 
I never heard or saw her.  She had 
actually been caught underneath 
our boat till it passed over her.  
There were a few boats that had 
been close together ahead of us 
and were by the shore.  I found 
myself racing by when one boat 
threw out a life line to me and I 
barely caught it with one finger.  

They reeled me in and just then our 
boat reached me.  Pastor Karl, the 
bigger man, Praise the Lord, did 
just as we had been instructed on 
the bus ride here, to grab my life 
jacket from the back and he fell into 
the boat with me after him.  What a 
relief to be saved from that 
turbulent, terrifying ride down the 
river.  I knew Jesus had His angels 
there all along.  I was a trembling 
heap in the center of the boat for a 
long time.  Pastor Karl kept calming 
me down so that I would not 
hyperventilate.  I noticed Sue was 
not in our boat.  We didn’t know if 
she was still in the water or another 

“He will call upon Me and I will 

answer him, I will be with him in 

trouble, I will rescue him and honor 

him.  Psalm 91:15 

By: Loren Groening 

boat picked her up.  Then it was 
reported that she was picked up by 
another boat and soon that boat
reached us and she crawled in.  
PTL!!! We were all safe.  Then we 
had to hear from our guide we 
were approaching another class 5 
rapid and this was more dangerous 
than the last one and he said this 
one we would not want to fall 
overboard in.  I wanted out
situation so bad but had to go thru 
it.  They told me to stay in the 
middle of the boat.  Brave Sue was 
up and at it, paddling again as if 
nothing had happened
it thru that rapid and a few more 
not so severe before the end finally 
came, not soon enough.  The guide 
said we picked the best place to fall 
in.  They witnessed me being held 
in one place for awhile.  Don’
if that was an angel or e
is a great example of our spiritual 
battles. Whatever spiritual battle 
we find ourselves in, when we feel 
we are about to drown in the battle, 
Jesus is there ready to throw us 
the life line to rescue us from the 
enemy if we only reach out to Him 
in faith.  May we not turn away 
from Him as He reaches out to us 
or we’ll be swept further awa
him into rougher waters.

� �
 

boat picked her up.  Then it was 
reported that she was picked up by 
another boat and soon that boat 
reached us and she crawled in.  
PTL!!! We were all safe.  Then we 
had to hear from our guide we 
were approaching another class 5 
rapid and this was more dangerous 
than the last one and he said this 
one we would not want to fall 
overboard in.  I wanted out of the 
situation so bad but had to go thru 
it.  They told me to stay in the 
middle of the boat.  Brave Sue was 
up and at it, paddling again as if 
nothing had happened.  We made 
it thru that rapid and a few more 
not so severe before the end finally 

ot soon enough.  The guide 
said we picked the best place to fall 
in.  They witnessed me being held 
in one place for awhile.  Don’t know 
if that was an angel or eddy.  This 
is a great example of our spiritual 
battles. Whatever spiritual battle 

lves in, when we feel 
we are about to drown in the battle, 
Jesus is there ready to throw us 
the life line to rescue us from the 
enemy if we only reach out to Him 
in faith.  May we not turn away 
from Him as He reaches out to us 
or we’ll be swept further away from 
him into rougher waters. 



Women connecting with Christ and one another

3000 Oak Street 
Hays, KS 67601 

Phone:   785.628.8887 
E-mail: nocc@northoak.net 
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The Women’s Ministry at NOCC would like to extend an invitation to all women to attend the “Heart to 
Heart” events this year. 

The planning committee is excited to present several events that will give women the opportunity to make 
connections.  We firstly want to be connected with Christ and then with one another.  Our meeting will be 
a place where you can come and connect with other women of NOCC.  Plan on bringing a friend or 
coworker to share in these times of fellowship at NOCC as we open hearts to e
community. 

It is our hope that all of you have received the Women’s Ministry Survey.  We would really like to hear 
back from you soon.  We can better connect with needs and desires you may have by hearing your 
responses.  Please turn those surveys in ASAP.

 

The H2H planning committee is open to any woman who would like to share ideas and plan events.  
Currently the committee is chaired by San
Bridget Ballinger, Donna McKenzie, and Sigrid Rynerson.  These ladies would like to welcome you to join 
this committee if you are interested. 

Fall events are in the planning and more information will be in NOCC mailboxes SOON.  We look forward 
to sharing this time of connection and fellowship with each woman of NOCC and any guests or friends 
that you may bring along!!! In His Love
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We’re on the Web! 

www.northoak.net 
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Women connecting with Christ and one another

The Women’s Ministry at NOCC would like to extend an invitation to all women to attend the “Heart to 

The planning committee is excited to present several events that will give women the opportunity to make 
ly want to be connected with Christ and then with one another.  Our meeting will be 

a place where you can come and connect with other women of NOCC.  Plan on bringing a friend or 
coworker to share in these times of fellowship at NOCC as we open hearts to each other and the 
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Currently the committee is chaired by Sandi May.  Other members are Evie Wiker, JoLeen Cunningham, 
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