WATERSHED KC 2010
MISSION TRIP EXPERIENCES

E Alysia Cook — Before the trip | thought that working was just
going to be miserable, especially in the heat. That changed right
as we started working. Yeah, sure, it WAS hot, but | kept in mind
that we were doing it for Jesus and it made it a lot easier to be

. motivated. | definitely enjoyed making new friends and learning

so much about how critical MOST of our society is today. | also

learned that you really shouldn't judge someone on how they
look, dress, or even talk because every single one of those
persons had a story. | also learned that just because someone
looks or acts intimidating don’t be afraid to approach them, you could change their life
completely. | definitely wouldn't trade doing this mission trip for anything else this summer.

Anmre NELT

E Lieacha Cook — Before we left for Kansas City | didn't really
expect anything, | just want to learn more about the people that
were around me also to learn more about Jesus. | have never
 been on a mission trip before so | was pretty excited about
. going. Monday the first day | didn’t really know everyone so that
day was my day to know their names at least. Tuesday was the
day where | learned to work hard at everything until the job is
done, also that was the day when we got to go our separate

: ways for dinner, my group went to Tasso it was Greek and if you
ever get a chance to go there then go it was really good also try the pita’s amazing. Wednesday
was a fun day also. Thursday and Friday was the eye opening for me because those were the
two days | got to go and meet new friends. Thursday my group went to Cherith brook and it was
fun to interact with other people because everyone has a story and it just opened my eyes to not
judge people before | know them and to stop taking things for granted. Friday was the justice
festival that was the one day | had to get out of my comfort zone, because we had to walk up to
people and ask if they would like to come for a free meal and conversations. Also after | got out
and started to talk my attitude changed and | was having fun and | got to the point where |
asked everyone walking to come and join us. | want to thank Jeff and all the staff that helped. |
had a great time and hope to go on the next mission trip.

Jordan Flaherty — While preparing for this trip, | was so upset
about the thought of cleaning showers after homeless people
and having to work that | could be considered a snapdragon; half
of me had snapped and the rest of me was draggin’. What | had
predicted in my mind to be the worst, most miserable trip in my
life turned out to be incredible and inspiring. We as a group
completely stepped out of our comfort zone and displayed love
for people we didn't even know. We all worked together and got

SRR along great with each other, and | worked harder than | ever had
before and | Ioved it! 1 am usually just as lazy as everyone else and twice as loud at
complaining when it comes to heat, but this week | really learned a lot about myself. The only
bad part of the trip is now my parents know what | am capable of. | learned a lot about the
people from our church and even my own family. We all learned to love each other, and also
that Jes needs to get Jeff better deodorant.




Nicholas Glassman _— When we left for Kansas City | thought
that it was going to be a lot of fun and it would be fun helping the
people in need, and to build up a school that needed it. And |
was right. The homeless were so kind and touching that |
learned not to judge them by the way they look. | also learned
not to take friends for granted. They are very important to have
someone to talk to. Also at Cherith Brook everyone was soo
nice. They invited us to sing with them after we ate supper with
them, and it was great. It was a great trip for the summer and |
learned a lot.

Emma Henry — This past week, | have learned so many new
things and | had tons of fun working with the Watershed group. |
learned that everyone has a story and that | need to get to know
people before | have an opinion about them. This week, we
worked at Hartman Elementary School to help “fancy it up.” We
repainted the rails and doors and got some of the soil ready for
planting plants and grass. It was hard work but we stuck to it
and didn’t give up and | learned that it is a necessity to have
perseverance. | would have to say that delivering sack lunches
to the homeless was my favorite part of the week. | learned to get out of my comfort zone and
to talk to people | don't know. That really opened my eyes to how some people survive.
Overall, | think this week was very productive and an amazing learning experience.

Anna Hickert — I think this past week has been an amazing
experience, and even though it was really tough and | had a
couple of accidents and got banged up a bit, | wouldn’t change it
for the world. | got to connect to all these amazing people and
get to know them for them, not for what they want you to see.
Meeting the homeless and being able to give back to them was
by far my favorite part. When you talk to them you see that they
aren't just people that sit around and do nothing all day. They're

: actual people, and most of them have a good education.
Working at Hartman was a pretty big challenge. It was very hot and humid and we were all tired,
but we learned if you keep going on and working at it, you’ll see amazing results you could have
never expected. | enjoyed this trip very much and learned so very much.

Kalie Keller_ — This week has been an awesome experience. I've learned
so much and | will do my best possible to take what I've learned home
with me and use it in my everyday life. God opposes the proud but gives
grace to the humble. This week, we were humble. We gave to others,
made new friends, and learned not to take so much for granted. Some
people don't have much, but | now know that if you have the spirit of God,
that is all you need.




Maddie Keller_— Since this was my first mission trip, | didn’t
really know what to expect. My parents had always been on
trips where their work was with people and kids, other than
working nine hard hours in more than one hundred degree
weather. | wanted to quit a lot of times but | remembered the
work we were doing wasn't just about the kids going to the
school in the fall, but it was about working for God. Cherith
Brook was amazing! We went around town into abandoned
houses and campsites of the homeless bringing them
sandwiches, fruit, cookies, granola bars, and water. | liked how all the people said, “God bless.”
It made me think a little bit differently, so when | see someone homeless | will understand their
story a little better.

Shelly Keller_ — My favorite part of the trip was going out into the
community and meeting people where they're at. Instead of just
saying, “we're at this building — come to us if you want help” or
randomly handing out bowls of soup to strangers in a line, |
loved sitting down and sharing meals and friendly conversation
with them. Some of us even went out to areas where a high
number of our homeless friends were staying and took food and
water to them. This included makeshift camps down by the river,
crack houses, and abandoned buildings, but | believe these are
exactly the kinds of places where Jesus would visit. | thought about how Jesus became poor for
our sake and was pretty much homeless Himself for much of His life. The Bible is clear on how
we should treat the poor and the homeless, yet we often view them as a social burden and
either send them out of our town to become someone else’s “problem” or ignore them because
we feel we can't fix them. God doesn’t want us to “fix” them! He just tells us to help them and
accept them and love them. Most of the people | visited with weren'’t lazy or looking for a
handout. The majority of them were highly educated, once successful people with houses, cars,
jobs, and families but lost it all due to a wrong business decision, poor choices, bad habits, or
something done to them by someone else. A lot of people didn’t even want free food, they just
wanted to someone to talk to for awhile who wouldn’t consider them repulsive without even
knowing them. | loved listening to their stories and spending time just being there with them
(not just for them, but with them). Although we served the homeless community in many
different ways this week, | can assure you that | have been much more blessed by the people |
met and that they gave way more to me than anything | did for them.

Travis Keller — As | reflect back on the week, two things stand
out in my mind. Everything we did, be it working at the school,
serving at Cherith Brook, or putting on the Justice Feast,
everyone at some point made a deeper connection with another
person. The other observation | had was as we set out to bless
others, we received many blessings in return. On our
neighborhood walk to pass out food in areas with a high
homeless population, we received a sermon from a homeless
woman, information on a new program to help people get and
keep an apartment, and | even got to eat a taco with some people even though we were the
ones handing out lunches. As we were working on the school, one of the neighbors of the
school noticed us there and brought us pop on one occasion and then awesome warm, fresh
cookies to express his appreciation for our hard work and caring about the school. He said it's
really going to make a difference and that the children would be so excited when they saw those




brightly painted doors. We stopped by his house on our way out of town to give him a thank you
card, and he had another box of goodies from the best bakery in town with a note thanking us
for all our hard work. Even though we won't see the impact of a lot of the physical work we did,
it's encouraging that as we blessed others, we were blessed even more.

Diane Lee — Before we left for Kansas City | thought that the trip was
only going to be work. | didn’t really expect to learn much or get
touched in any way but | was completely wrong. This week has
changed the way | look at so many things. | learned not to take what
we have for granted. Especially family and friends. Most of the
people we talked to didn’'t have any family or they didn’t have any
contact with them. And a lot of them didn’t have any friends either or
anyone they could really talk to. Because of that, when we talked to
them and accepted them as people and not just homeless people, it
was like Christmas to them. | could really tell that they enjoyed eating
with us and | can honestly say we made new friends. We didn’t just
talk to them though. We took it to a personal level. If they wanted to, they told us their life stories
and it really made me sad. We take so many things for granted. A lot of people we talked to
didn’t have anything but were still very happy. They enjoyed life for life. Not because of what
they had. I'm glad | went on this trip and | hope everyone has a chance to see and learn what |
have.

Meredith Martin _— There are many things that | will always
remember from this trip. One of them was that | realized how
selfish I am. When | was talking to the homeless and the poor |
saw how happy they where even though they had so little. |
have so much and yet | am not always happy, there seems to be
something new | want every second. I'm going to challenge
myself to think more about what | have and that “stuff’ doesn’t
make a person happy only God and His love for us does. So
with that, | challenge you too!

Sarah McKenzie — This week has just been so amazing. | didn’t
really know what to expect from this trip, but have really loved
this time of serving, meeting others and just spending time with
everyone. | met so many nice people and had such a great time
getting to know them. This mission trip has been so great for me,
| have learned so much about others and myself, made new
friends and hope to take the things | have learned with me in life.

Dylan McKinney - | didn’t know what | was going to be doing
when | signed up for this mission trip. | went to Cherith Brook
with the first group on Monday. | thought it would be like a place
that they gave soup and had a lot of tables around, but it was
just a house. The people who were homeless didn’t look any
different than if they had a home. They had clothes, they just
weren't clean. | found out they loved to talk to people, because
they didn’t usually have anyone to talk to. After that, | went to




Hartman Elementary School, and | helped scrape paint. The next day, | painted the rails at
Hartman. | think that night was when we went to Tasso’s. We had Flaming Cheese, which was
really good. The next few days were the same way, work at Hartman, sleep, eat, go downstairs
and skate in the gym, and then go to sleep. That's everything | did on this mission trip.

Jeff Neher — There are so many things that | could share about
this trip. Well | will start at the beginning, | really wanted this to be
a family mission trip but as it turned out we only had three families
that were able to go on this trip. The rest of the group was a very
mixed group of students ranging from young middle school
students to a group of high school students who didn’'t know each
other well. | was really worried about the love and acceptance that
would be shown by this group. | began to pray about this dynamic
in the weeks leading up to the trip and God graciously answered
that prayer as | felt like there was a lot of love and acceptance
shown between the people in our group and a lot of love and
acceptance of the people that we came in contact with. Our goal
was to learn about Acts 2:42-47 and live out these verses and | believe that goal was
accomplished. | ask that you join me in praying that we could continue to live these verses out
as we want to live in community with our friends. Also pray that we would be as loving and
accepting of people in our own community as we were in Kansas City. Thank you so much for
making this trip possible for this group.

Kaleb Neher — I had a really fun time. | just wanted to tell you a
little bit about the justice feast. We invited a lot of homeless
people to come and eat with us at Washington park, it had a big
statue of George Washington. | liked Cherith Brook. At first |
was scared of the two places in the forest, but then | got used to
it and it was a lot of fun. | liked helping and encouraging others.
God taught me to love others like | want them to love me. | hope
you have grown up in a good Christian home because if you sink
too far down, you won’t be able to come back up again.

Cynthia Robinson _ — This was my very first Mission Trip and my
conception of missions has been changed forever. | found that
the church is not a building, it is a mind set. We have to learn to
make Christianity our way of life in everything we say or do. |
found that our friends that we made were just looking for love
and acceptance. | have to learned that being an encourager is
who we are, not what we do. The first thing Jesus and the
Apostles did was to encourage the people, then they ministered
to their physical needs and then they ministered to their spiritual
needs. | pray that God will direct me daily in where and how | may serve.

Garreth Stegman_— over the last week | learned a lot about
what | have and need to be thankful for. On Tuesday | went to
Cherith Brook and helped out handing out breakfast, worked on
pulling weeds and putting mulch in their garden, and talking with
people who showed up for showers and breakfast. That




afternoon we went to Hartman Elementary School and helped grind paint off of the rails that
went up the steps so we could paint them black. Wednesday and Thursday morning we kept
working on the school railings and started work on a couple of benches that are going out front
of the school so people could see where the front doors were. On Friday we went back to the
school to build a third bench to give to the janitors because they were sitting on a 2x6 that
spanned two milk crates. Friday afternoon we walked up and down Crown Center towards
Sprint Center spreading the word about a Justice Feast that Watershed was sponsoring for the
community. It was then that | realized that | need to be glad that | have a nice cool place to stay
every night and can get a drink of water whenever | want. While on that hour walk we went
through three bottles of water between six people and several people ended up getting heat
exhaustion because of that. Overall | had a real great time in Kansas City with a bunch of really
awesome people and an extremely FANTASTIC leader.

Steven Vancil — Before | came to Kansas City, | thought that | was only
going to be doing work and it would not be very fun at all. After getting
here | have learned to not judge people so harshly, because everyone
has a story. | used to think that people just started out homeless and |
realized that you can have a great life, but if you make a few wrong
decisions, you can end up out on the streets. | had the privilege of
meeting some great people at Cherith Brook and we had a lot in
common. On this trip | realized how much we take for granted: our
houses, our family, and our friends. If there is anything that we could just
give each other, it is love and acceptance.

Faith Ward - I think Friday was the best day for me. Because, | really
opened up and stepped out of my comfort zone. For us Friday was the
Justice Feast, we walked around handing out fliers to the homeless and
others to come and eat with us. That evening | talked to about four or
five people. They were all very nice and most of them wanted to talk to
me and the others. And | learned over the week that the homeless and
the poor really do have a heart and a life and need people to listen to
what they have to say. And if you are nice and kind to them some will
open up to you as well as | opened up to them. And it is a great thing to
do so not only do you get a new friend you get to hear a great life story.
So if you can, go out and find someone that you can listen to their story
and have the same life changing experience that | had over the last
week.

Alec Webb — I learned a lot of life lessons on this trip. | hope to
take everything I've experienced and apply it to my life back in
Hays. | feel like our group really bonded and it felt like we were
one big family. | realized that we have more than we need. One
of the most surprising things was that most of the homeless
people we met were happier than we were. We all worked hard
at Hartman Elementary and had a lot of fun. I'm looking forward
to seeing the finished product at the end of the summer.



Cindi Wilson _—Wow, what a week. The parents of the students
who went on this mission trip should be so proud of them. They
worked so well together this week without complaining and
despite the conditions. The weather was HOT and HUMID, and
yet they never quit what they were working on until the task was
finished and had a true Christian attitude towards each other and
everyone we met. There was so much love on this trip. My
revelation for the week was just how spoiled we really are.
Sharing a bedroom with seven and standing in lines for showers,
was hard but then | realized after some of the people we met at Cherith Brook, that | have never
had to worry if | was going to have a roof over my head or a shower that day. It just really
makes your heart go out for all of those who do.

Meagan Wilson — Before we left for Kansas City, | really didn’t
know what to expect from the week ahead. This was my first
week long mission trip and | had the joy being able to go with my
parents. Throughout the week | have done various tasks at the
school or at Jason or Paul’'s house. | spent two days cooking at
the houses in preparation for the supper we helped with in the
park. Through this experience | have learned to truly appreciate
what | have in my life: my house, my family and friends, and my
faith.

Ross Wilson _— Our youth are so blessed to have the support of
the church to expand their horizons as they have this past week.
Because of the generosity of the church they have had the
opportunity to improve a school, serve the less fortunate, interact
with strangers and touch the lives of the people of Kansas City.
It was an honor to watch every one of the youth as they matured
this week. Every one worked long and hard hours at the school
with the hope that it will be appreciated in the fall when the
students return. | watched every youth talk to complete
strangers, when | have watched the same youth barely talk to someone during youth group.
Every one treated each other respect and kindness. Every parent can be very proud of their
son or daughter and their commitment to following Jesus.



